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No Stamina* \

" I f  I m isss once, I  don* t  get back fo r  a week,” That acknowledgement, made by a 
student y ea rs  ago on h is  q u estio n n a ire , g ives the commonest reason fo r  f a i l u r e  to keep 
up 'daily Communion. I t  i s  an evidence o f  lack of stam ina• While one i s  going d a i ly  
v/ithout in te r ru p t io n ,  he has an incen tive  to  get up &nd s t a r t  the day w ith  God; i f  
th a t  in cen tiv e  su f fe rs  one in te r ru p t io n  h i s  f a i th  seems powerless to  s t i r  up c h a r i ty  
-  the love o f  God th a t  impels him to keep close to God.

A Question On Your Age In  Heaven.

A theo log ian  has asked a que s t io n  about th e  b i t  o f popular theology expounded in  y es
terday* s B u lle tin , namely, the p ro p o s it io n  th a t  your age in  heaven depends upon the 
amount of time you spend on e a r th  in  the  sta te  o f grace# He wonders where t h a t  
leaves the d o c tr in e  th a t  our cap ac ity  fo r  enjoying God depends upon our accum ulation 
o f m e r i ts ,  no t on the  leng th  of time spent i n  such accum ulation.

I t  leaves i t  q u ite  undisturbed# The p ro p o s it io n  p u t in  popular terms th a t  your age 
in  heaven depends upon the time you spend in  the s ta te  o f  grace i s  based on the doctri&" 
al truth th at mortal sin  k i l l  s the l i f e  o f  grace in  the so u l, and that consequently any 
ca lcu la tion  o f  age in  the supernatural order may count on ly  such days as are spent in
the s ta te  o f  g race . For an i l l u s t r a t i o n  we may take the case o f  a person who i s  bap
tiz e d  a t  the age o f ,  say, e igh teen  (thus p resc ind ing  from the question  of any time 
spent in  the  s ta te  o f  grace before  the age o f  re a so n ) : supposing th a t  th is  person  were 
to commit m ortal s in  f iv e  days a f t e r  h is  baptism, and were to  re p e n t o f i t  only on h is
death-bed - h is  age in  the supernatural order would be only f iv e  days, even though he
were to l iv e  to be eighty#

The question  of m e rit  i s  a d i s t i n c t  one# I t  i s  a more im portant question , and r e -  
ceive s <3ommonly more consideration . The doctrine o f the Church i  8 that Go(1 "w ill 
render to every man according to h is  works" (St# H&tt., x v i, 27), and that w hile a l l  
the ju st in  heaven wi 11 be p erfeo tly  happy, th i s happines(3 w i l l  vary in  degree accord- 
ing ̂  to the capacity fo r  happine s s b u ilt  up in  th i s 1 i f e  by supernatural m erit * For 
m erit ,  s a n c tify in g  grace i s  e s s e n t ia l ,  o f course , and only  the  time spent in  the  s ta te  
of grace^ i s  time o f  m erit#  However, some people work hard and some hard ly  work fo r  
merit w hile in  the s ta te  o f  grace; th eir  mor i t  -  and ooneequ ently  th e ir  capacity o f  
enjoying the b e a t ! f i<3 v i sion -  w i l l  be as d ifferen t as the muscular development re* 
sp eo tiv e ly  o f a fo o tb a l l  player and a soda-sippor o f the same ago.

Although tlie question o f merit i s  more important than the question o f age, there i s  a 
a question o f ago, n everth eless, for 8 t . Luke says o f  Our Lord in  His hidden l i f e l i t  
Nazareth, that He "advanced in  wisdom and age and graco w ith God and men*" And i f
we chooso age instead o f meri t  for the moment in  placing the importanco o f the state  
of grace bofore young men, i t  i s  because young men in  su p cr fic ia l moods attach  more 
importance to ago than to merit* The young man who r a ise s  a moustache in  order to 
appear more mature i s  si case in  po in t. Or wo might c it e  tho instance o f  a callow  lad  
who ca lled  up h is  father some time ago to pro te s t  again st a r e s tr ic t io n  the (lad had 
placed upon h is  a c t iv i t i e s , He said; "L isten. I wouldn*t mind i f  I wore on ly  a 
kid, but you* vc got to remember that I'm seventeen years o ld , I *m a man. I won* t  
stand for i t ."
PRAYERSi Arthur Martin underwent an operation for app en d icitis  yesterday. Tom Dwyer 
was ca lled  homo la s t  n ight by the grave i l ln e s s  o f h is  mother. T.F, lica ly , '06 , died  
yesterday. An aunt o f Frank ilurphy died yesterday. A r e la t iv e  and a fr ien d , both 
with broken h ips; a r e la tiv e  who has undergone an operation; a friend  i l l ;  a friend  
deceased; s ix  specia l In tentions.


