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An Alumnus Goes Dead On His Peot,

"Dear Father: Your November 8th Bulletin was hoaded, "!'How Can Pcople Be So Dumb?!
Dovm in tho fifth paragraph you state:

"t The Home., How many Catholiec men ontcring matrimony regard the soul of the woman
they choosc for a life parinor? liost of thom, no doubt, but if ceven at Notrc Dame
we find Cathoic boys ignoring this Important matter in the choice of girl companions,
what can be cxpected of the less privileged. Intoxicated by the sight of a pretty
face - even though it be kalsomined - they forget that the future guardion of the
faith and morals of their offspring must have spiritual qualities of sound endurance
if she is to show them how to save their souls, liixed marriage is, of course, oftcn
the root evil vwhen the children have ne rcligious training.!

"If you mean exactly that, then anyone that is not a Coatholic is an evil influence

and someone to be avoided lest they drag us on the wrong read. If that is the Cath-

olic attitude then Catholics are as prejudiced and narrow-minded as many of the bigots
arc towards us. The mere fact that some of the Notrc Dame boys go o~ut with non-Cath-
olic girls, in my mind, is nothing wrong in itsclf. 1f you contend that it is, then

you must not be the least bit intercsted in converting pcople to the foith...."

There is more from this alumnus, but it adds nothing that is important to a discus-
sion of the principles involved. He acknewledges that the problem is a personal onc,
and is sc earncst about it that he permits the use of his name in a Bullctin reply.
(Quite naturally we will not aveil oursclves of this permission,) o

Catholics courting non-Catholics have a tendency to sce red whenever mixed marriage
1s mcntioned, If this alwmus had not lost his temper over the statoment of a very
obvious fact regarding such marriages, he would have finishod rcading the Bulletin
before writing his lottcr.  And ho would have read the following remarks: Bl

"eess Thank God, non-Catholics are boginning tn questicn the wisdom of this Godless
cducation against which Catholics have protested in a very practical way for the past

hundred years, but we still hove a fearful score to pay beforc we check the eriminal-
ity lot locse by a century nf godlessncss,

"eoo In ostimating Cathrlic life we must nevor lose sight of the fact that in this
country we arc nutnumbered four to rncy that is, for every Catholie there arc four
non~Catholics, This dovs not mean, of ccurse, thot all nen=Cathelics are evil
influenges working against our weral and spiritucl life = God forbid - but it docs
mean that against the Cathrlic idoas and ideals implanted by the Cath-lic heme and
schonl there are many potential evil influcncos vicaring devn the standards of the
woak. Even Cethelics of exccllont background suceumb at times to the false stondards
of the worst clumonts of their enviromment,,,."

The attitude of the Bulletin towards nen-Cath~lics in good f2ith is so well undor-
stand that porhaps the most ardont frns nn sur mailing list zre not of thoe faith,

It is so well understoed that when we make reforence to neneCathelics we do not enne-
sider it necossary to add in a frotnote what we havo said many times, that gend nen-
Catholics mako us ashamod ~f rurselves by the beautiful lives thoy lead - witheut oll
the helps the Sacromonts give to Catholics. Vie try ocur best te follow the example
of Our Lord, 'he nover tomporzed with crrer, although He was kindness itsolf to thosc
in crrors == But with the Cathrlic Church wo must always point out thet o nen-Coth-
clic mother is not cquipped as a rule o make good Cuthoelics out of your children,
Bxpurionee bears mut this a priori judgment; if you den't bolicve it, rcad the togti-

mony of your fellew=plumni in tho Religinus Survey of tho Alumni,



