
F i r s t  Sunday .• U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Notre Danie Immaculate Conception
In Advent R e lig io u s  B u lle t in  lovena f o r  P u r ity
Do penance November 25, 1932* begins Sunday

Bad Reading Ruins F a ith  And Morals*

At th e ir  recent meeting in  Washington, the Bishops o f  the United S ta tes adopted the
follow ing im portant re so lu t io n :

nMuoh has been sa id  and w r i t te n  on the  causes of the  p re se n t depression* Undoubtedly 
those  causes are  in  the  main economic, bu t i t  would be b lin d n ess  not to  recognize the 
loo seness and la x ity  o f  morals which both hastened the economic chao s o f  the world and 
now plays i t s  p a r t  in  extending l a x i t y  in  pub lic  m orals, lo s s  of pub lic  decency, and 
consequently a lowering o f  the standards o f  c it iz e n sh ip .

n0ne o f  the most powent f a c to r s  in  t h i s  debasing o f  the in d iv id u a l and the public  
conscience i s  the in c rea s in g  f lo o d  o f Immoral and unmoral books, p e r io d ic a ls ,  pam- 
p h le ts ,  vfhich are w idely advert!sed throughout the country. Great m etropolitan  
d a il ie  s , 1 itera ry  journal as, carry 1 audatory advert! sements o f books th at have alway s 
been known as obscene. P u b lish e rs  rep ea ted ly  issue  new books outdoing the o ld  ones 
in  o b scen ity .  ̂ Public  op in ion  has in fluenced  the co u rts  o f the n a tion  to such an ex­
t e n t  th a t  i t  i s  now alm ost im possible to  have the most obscene o f books debarred from 
the cuetoms or from the m ails.

L ite ra tu re  has i t s  u p l i f t i n g ,  human m iss io n . Wholesome, hea lthy  read ing  promotes 
bo th  en terta inm ent and educa tion . Talented men and women a re  today producing worthy 
l i t e r a t u r e ,  devoting themselves to i t  as one o f  the g re a te s t  o f  the a r ts*  A p r a c t i -  
oal fru:L de to suoh lite r a tu r e  may be found in  the l i  s t s  o f the Cardinal Haye s Li ter  a- 
tu re  committee, pub lished  in  our C atho lic  p re s s ,

f,I t  i s  fu r th e r  undeniable th a t  many w r i t e r s ,  beggared o f  t a l e n t  and o f  t ru e  l i t e r a r y  
g i f t s ,  are p lay ing  up the  sexual, the  sen sa tio n a l and the s u p e r f ic ia l ,  and th a t  these 
books are e x p lo ite d  by many rev iew ers as l i t e r a r y  p ro d u c tio n s . They speak o f  the 
f i e  8h rather than o f  the mind.

1!We c a l l  upon our own C atho lic  peop le , young and o ld ,  to m ain ta in  v a l i a n t ly  the 
standards o f worthy, c lean  l i t e r a t u r e .  lie ask them to make i t  p a r t  o f  th a t  crusade 
o f  C atho lic  A ction , o f which the  Holy F a ther speaks * Catholic  o rg an iza tio n s  can and 
shoul d expres si p u b lic ly  to d a lly  newspapers, to  magazine s , the fir prote s t  against th i 23 
c o r ru p t  and co rru p tin g  reading and p ic tu re  m a tte r . Co-operation by committees o f 
C a th o lic  o rg an iza tio n s  w ith  the lo c a l  p u b lic  l ib r a r y  would be conducive o f  much good. 
Our people should 1%)t  be ml sied  by books w ritten  under the <3loale of medic&l advice, 
in s t r u c t io n  on m atters  o f  sex, many of which are indecen t beyond expression*

tf The co rrup tion  of p r iv a te  and p u b lic  morals wears away more surely  th an  any o th e r
agency the foundations o f  a n a t io n .  The p u b lic a t io n  and unobstructed  d is t r ib u t io n
o f  indecen t books and p e r io d ic a ls  i s ,  a t  the p re se n t tim e, one o f the g re a te s t  menaces 
to our national w ell -be ing *"

In 0 ther wo rd s , e v il  1 i  te  r&ture i s  a fo rm o f treaso n to country a s w ell a a to Go cl.
uot t h i s  down as your p r a c t i c a l  conclusions whoever buys, read s , r e ta in s ,  or c i r c u la te s  
obscene l i t e r a t u r e  i s  an enemy of C h r is t  and f o s te r s  the work of the D ev il,

No Hass In  The Church Tomorrow,

7 a tte n d ed l a s t  Saturday1 s Mass; use your h a l l  chapels tomorrow.
PRAYERS: Decs & so d ~ The father 0 f  Jack Burns, * 27; unc 1c is o f  Paul Lo sko and Franc i  s 
T* McGuire; a r e la tiv e  0 f  Jo seph Buoci, 111 ~ the father 0f  Bro. I s id ere , C. S ,C.;

pf students* Five sp ec ia l  in te n tio n s  1 two thanksg iv ings, 
c m m t ,  Nor th s  poor -  05.00; $5 .00 ; $1,00#


