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A Little Camman_ﬁenseﬂgmythe Sunday ilass.

Tor the last several years at Hotre Dame we have provided four iasses for students on
21l Sundays during the school year, These lasses arec at 6:00, 7:00, 8:00, and 9:00.
They require the services of four celebrants, two preachers, two confessors at the
6:00 lass and four at cach of the othors, plus a prefect or twe at each iiass to swin-
tain o certain amount of crder in youwr going and coming.

This would mean & total of from fifteen to twenty priests =~ almost half the cormunity
members on the faculty ot Hotre Dame - eaploved in your service in the church on sun-
day morning., Somc others have dutiss in the halls, others have chaplaineies to fill,
still othors are sent cut to help in perishes in South Bend and neighbering towns.

These wants could not be filled without certoin conbinetions of dutics. Some pricsts
hear confessions ab more than one ilass; two hear at the four ilasses - aftor saying
their own liasses earlier thon six olelock to be at your disposal promptly.  That is
something of 2 strain, of sourse, but nobody is kicking about it. |

The iiasses ore node as conveniont and profitable for you as moy be.  The hearing of
confessions is o privilege you can soldon have in parish churches; the scriens are
short and pithy, well worked out in ~dvenee, ond connected in a contral theme for each
semcster, The Conon Lew requircs —he sermens {Canons 1344 cnd 1345) and they ore made
to suit your needs. You are held aceountable in conscience frr the teaching thoy im-
part; you convot plead ignorance of their content as an excuse for lator actions,

Althcugh the muaber of Holy Communir~zs is largs ot times - 800 at ane linss on rore
ocoosiong - 2 Low Koags scldoa lasts longer than 50 minutes, nor o High iass longer than
70 ninutes, This is not nuch time 4o give to God cach woek aos a minimun ebligation.

It wruld scem, then, thot the University should not be expecting too much of you in
asking you to fulfill your Sundny rbligation nt one or othor of these four iiasses.
However, when o check was mede in Decomber, it was found thot 542 students took core
of their conscicnees elsewnere that morning. The parish liasses, a iinss here or there
in a hall chapcl, the liass for the employces of the dining hall, Ilasscs dewn towm, in
the infirmary, elailined devetces who “eculd not® attend the student .losses.

It is peseible that with =1l the f eilities previded, cnc or aarther student aay hove
dutics whiech wake it inpeossible for hin to attund any of these liasscs. ¢ know eof
tuo such cascs - no more. Ceonsequontly, it weuld scem bte e pure scelfishness which
loads the othuor 540 +n chaent thomsclves. Sclfishness, of acursc, always causcs dls-
order and disecntont - and discentent rn the nart of the mon whe satisfice hinasclf as
well as maong ~thers whe snry him, OJor the mon whe setliefice hi self ot the exnense
of the common rord is alweys finding new wants fer which he eon find no sotisfaction,
Briefly, if ecne uon hos o right to chsent hissclf from those couneon cxerciscs, sn have
2779 cthers. He oxore n ospecice of snobb.ry by petting oway frea the Memmon
nerd," o decsntt £it in, ond in sn o crganizrdion os olascly bmit as o beardiug
gsohoel the nan who decsa't £it in should he elseaherce.

snd new o word shout wadtors,  avery tunday prefeets are aaneyed by etudonts loaving
1tass early = ~ften befere the Comaunisn of the :ase (vwhich is +the first prayer said

by the eclebrant after he roturns t the be ko aftor locking the ebornaele), thus niss~
ing ¥oss = and these men who depirt carly inveriebly sey in the vernncular "I pottn
hashe" If the 7:00 ilass da.s net pive then o elonee tr fulfill thoir bligaticn, thoy
have no business thero: the 6:00 cnd 9:00 arv £.r tholr cenvenlenoc. I they onn't
pononcdate thonsolves te this arrongeownt, thoreo arv othors whe oone
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