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Why We Pray For Conversions#

A misconception held by many non- C a t  ho l i e s  (and by some ill-in fo rm ed  C atholics as w ell) 
i s  th a t when we pray fo r conversions we have in  mind the enhancement of the temporal 
glory o f the Catholic Church, th a t  we are applying to  re lig io n  the  good o ld  American 
passion fo r 11 the la rg e s t in  the w orld ," " the g rea te s t in  c a p t iv i ty ,11 or something of 
th a t s o r t .

Nothing could be fa r th e r  from the t r u th .  I t  i s  tru e , o f course, th a t  in  Apologetics 
the universality  of the Church i s  a legitim ate proof <3f  her d iv in ity ; and a proof of
her u n iv e rsa lity  is  the fa c t th a t she is  spread a l l  over the world and has more ad
herents than any o ther relig ion  (Buddhism, llohamvedism, and o ther o r ie n ta l  re lig io n s  
are sp lit  in to  more sec ts than P ro testan tism ) • But the Church i s  ever m indful of 
C hrist1 s reply to P i la te ,  "iiy Kingdom is  n o t of th is  world;" and her f i r s t  anx iety  i s  
for the sa lvation  o f souls -  ind iv idual souls#

No one knows b e tte r  than the Catholic Church th a t  outside of her fo ld  myriads w ill be 
saved because, in  good f a i th ,  they follow  th e i r  consciences and have sorrow -  based on 
the love of Cod -  for any m ortal sins they may have committed, p lu s a t  l e a s t  an im
p l i c i t  desire  for Baptism. But the fa c t th a t  these souls are saved in  th is  ex trao rd i- 
nary way does not excuse her from carrying ou t her divine commission to "preach the 
Gospel to every c rea tu re ,"  does not excuse her from try in g  to give these people the 
advantages of the o rd inary  way of sa lv a tio n .

Sometimes a student makes a statem ent lik e  th is :  "my mother i s  a good m ethodist, and I 
am sure she w ill go to heaven, because she i s  the best mother God ever made. I would 
never th ink  of praying fo r  her conversion; I wouldn*t want to d is tu rb  her good f a i th ,"

That i s  a cruel a t t i tu d e .  Simply because she i s  a good woman must she be content to 
be fed only with "the crumbs th a t f a l l  from the tab le t"  i!u.»t she be s a t is f ie d  w ith 
one Sacrament (and th a t  a doubtful one, fo r U ethodists generally  no longer regard Bap
tism as a Sacrament in  the sense in  which C h ris t in s t i tu te d  i t  to forgive sins) in 
stead of the fu l l  seven? Is  i t  kind of her son, to whom Holy Communion means every
thing, to deprive her soul of the nourishment th a t  i s  in  Christ* s Body and Blood?

I f  her soul 1 s beautiful now, how much more beautiful could i t  not bo made with the 
fu l 1 benefi ts of Chri st* s Precious Bloo d as i t  i  s applied through the Chur chi Dorn* t  
moke the mi stake of regarding Holy Communion only as a - ledic ino fo r the weal:: I t  i s  
Food fo r the strong. Do you suppose t b . t  Our Lord deprived His Blessed Ho the r of Holy 
Coimunion simply beoause she was "ful 1 of graoe?" Our Lord came to cal 1, "not the 
just, but sinners to rep enhance;" but to the ju st He gave the means of perfe otion, and 
-title Church has always pro duce d Saint a thrc ugh the appl ication  of those means.

The Church never ceased to admire, and to ho Id up for the emul&t ion of her children, 
the holy liv e s  led by so many good people outside her fo ld . But neither does she ever 
cease to regret that they are not o f the fo ld , that they are not of the "One Fold and 
One Shepherd*" Therefore she prays, as Chri s t  prayod, for Church Unity, She cannot, 
of course, sacrifice any of the doctrines which Christ entrusted to her, to arrive (it 
any "irreducible minimum o f doctrine" through which Protestants seek the Union of 
Christendom: she can teach  "nly what C hrist to ld  her to teach# But she prays, and 
a l l  good Catholics pray with her, for the conversion of a l l  who hoar not her vo ice ,

deceased mother of H&rold Hatch, ' 27; a deceased noighbor of a student,
111 -  a re la tiv e  of Jim Swords; two friends o f studen ts. Five special in te n tio n s . 
I dST’ CLBS should be reported  to the Lost and Found Department, in  the 
Main B uilding. Several w a lle ts  have boon lo s t  la te ly ; Paul Lesko lo s t  ono a few days 
ago. W allets should be re tu rned , even i f  they are found empty# they are  o ften  
keepsake#*


