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The f i r s t  semester i s  now a th in g  of the  past#  I t  nay l in g e r  in  the  memory o f those 
who go on p ro b a tio n  fo r  the  new sem ester, i t  may l iv e  again  i n  rem iniscence when Lyons 
meets: D illon  a t  alumni reun ions and th e  b o n fire  i s  d iscu ssed , some o f  th o se  who have 
had hard  sledd ing  f in a n c ia l ly  may l a t e r  r e c a l l  i t  a s  the y ea r o f th e i r  b e s t  marks. I t  
may come back as  a f i t f u l  nightm are to  th e  managers o f  the Christm as dances,*

I t s  o n ly  reco rd s  o f e te rn a l  consequence a re  those s e t  down in  heaven and in  hell#  lie 
have no d u p lica te  se t o f  th e  D ev il1 s re c o rd s , so we can’t  d e ta in  o u rse lv es  long on 
those# He knows what he knows, and you know what he knows about you. I f  you have 
devoted the p a s t  sen este r to  h is  lo y a l s e rv ic e , go to  him fo r  your rew ard . You know 
what C hesterton  says o f him: "The D evil i s  a gentlem an and never keeps h i s  word."

H either have we a d u p lica te  s e t  o f  the books kep t by the Recording Angel, bu t we know 
a b i t  about some o f the th in g s  he has s e t  down to  your c re d i t  during t h i s  sem ester. 
l?e know, fo r in s ta n c e , th a t  166,202 Holy Communions were rece iv ed  during the sem ester, 
and th a t  th is  was a drop o f  6,861 from th e  same p e r io d  a year ago. (This was a lo ss  
o f  73 a day, on the  average, and the  r e g i s t r a t io n  t h i s  year was 594 lower than  a year 
ago* Our c a lc u la t io n  i s  based on f ig u re s  up to  and in c lu d in g  l a s t  Sunday, which 
corresponds with th e  sem ester o f l a s t  y e a r .)

lie know, too , th a t  we have d isbu rsed  about (,650 in  poor r e l i e f .  Hot a l l  o f th i s  came 
in  from s tu d en ts , o f course; in  f a c t ,  more than h a l f  o f i t  came iro n  o th e rs  -  alumni, 
p a re n ts , and o th e r read ers  o f  th e  B u l le t in . D early $900 has been c o n tr ib u te d  fo r  Ben
g a l, most o f i t  by s tu d e n ts . F ather B arron’ s Christm as p re se n t amounted to  052# A 
few o th e r  donations fo r  m ission  work amounted to  a s im ila r  sum. Readers o f  the Bul
l e t i n  co n trib u te d  (,840 fo r  the  s ta t io n s  in  D illon  and Alumni H a lls ; a s tu d en t has given 
a  window fo r the  D illon  H all chapel (£200)* Perhaps our reco rd s  would d isc lo se  a few 
more donations fo r  one th in g  o r ano ther * we don’ t  have to  go to  the books to know 
th a t  th e  Poor R e lie f  owes the  Pamphlet Rack £52 fo r  donations to  the poor since  Hew 
Year1n Day. (The c a l l s  s t i l l  come, the  donations n o t so f a s t . )

How much your h e a r ts  are  changed only  the  Recording Angel knows, and he won’ t  te l l*
You don’t  even know your s e lv e s . You can see some th in g s , your p a ren ts  observed some 
o th e rs  during the  h o lid ay s, even your p ro fe sso rs  fin d  a b i t  o f encouragement in  you a t  
t i n e s . But th e re  are  many angles o f your development th a t  on ly  time can ap p ra ise ; 
fo r  the  time being  you must take them on f a i th ,  and keep plugging away a t  them.

I t  i s  to these in tan gib les th at your a tten tio n  is  d irected  a t the beginning o f th is  new 
sem ester. Have you more charity  in  your heart th&n you had six' months ago? Are you 
-ore to leran t o f  the id io syn crasies o f  others? B&ve you helped them to overcome th eir  
r e a lly  objectionablc fa u lt s ? (or hj.ve you rather confirmed then in  th e ir  fa u lts  or even 
led  them into s in ? ) Are you mo 1*0 con aider ate of your parent s , more a tte n tiv e  ike) them?

you fa ith fu l to study, "to prayer? Are you moro trustworthy than you were? Is  
your oontro 1 over your tongue a l l  that i t  should be? Have you your temper we 11 in  hand

Give your so l f  a go o d examination o f  conseience * I f  you have m& do mi stake a, aoknowle dp 
then hone s t ly  and s e t  about correcting th en , I f  you have made a bad oho ic e  o f  eonpan-
inns, open your eyes to  the  f a c t  th a t  you can have fo r  the seeking some o f  the b e s t co 
pany in  the  w orld . I f  you have n eg lec ted  the  Baer aments, the  supreme source o f grace > 
ask God ’ s pardon for  i t , Don’ t  give the D evil a chance for a bl&ok nark any mo r e .

L e t’ s begin  the sem ester w ith  a Hovcna to  Our Lady o f  Lourdes. The f e a s t  i s  February 
11. The o f f i c i a l  Ho vena o f th e  C o n fra te rn ity  beg ins Feb. 3 * th e  F i r s t  Friday* A 
box a t  th e  G rotto  w il l  rece iv e  your in te n t io n s .
FOUR special Intentions * Gorgon* a grandno thu r has suffered a stroke *


