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The Year of the Way of the Cross.

Pope Pius XI has proclaimed a Holy Year in commemoration of the Nineteenth Centenary
of the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ, The Holy Year will begin on April 2.

What does this mean to us? Few of you, probasbly, will be able to make the pilgrimage
to Rome to gain the Jubilee Indulgences. Certain classes of the faithful, to whom
the journey is physically impossible, may gain the indulgences at home, under con-
ditions to be announced later. With a few exceptlons, 81l other indulgences appli=-
cable to the living are suspended for the year. On the practical side, therefore,

s+ will be well for us to remove such temporal punishment as is still due to our for-
ziven sins by geining as many indulgences as we caxn while we may, and to be most care-
ful not to pile up such punisiment during the coming year.

Yhat more does it mesn? It can mesn everything to us, spiritually.

Yo sign ourselves with the Sign of the Ccrossl For nineteen centuries we have looked
upon that sign as our proudest heritage, os our sure salvation, as the supreme proof
that God loves us in spite of ocur sinc

But what does it mean to us? Stretch out your arms and pray for your enemies - for
three long hours., Thirst with o fever-racked body and refuse a drink, Spend a night
and a day in silence before a jeering, blaspheming mob, which accuses you falsely of
every crime under the sun, which will have your blocd whether you are guilty or not.
Stond that - and pray for your enenies,

Cen you teke it? "If any man will come after He, let him toke up his cross daily and
follow Le," Daily. How long can you restrain your tongue under false accusations?
How long can you keep o & resolution of nortification? a pledge not to drink intoxi-
cants? o determination to study hard? a rule of life %o get up sarly in the morning?

The Son of Man had not "where to loy his head,” although the foxes hove holes and the
birds of the air nests. We have everything = and we want more. We have comforts,
luxuries ~ and we arc never satisfied., "Griping" is the faverite pastime of men who
eall themselves Christians,

Are we Christisns? ‘e are baptized, we go through the forms, we observe the externals,
some with good grace, some with bad. That is preciscly what Christ condemned in the
Phorisees of His day. They nbserved the letter of the Law, but its spirit was far
from their caloulations, "You tithe mint and onise and the smallest secds, but let

go the weightier things of the Lawe" How much of cur time do we give to God ungrudg-
ingly? Bnough to noke e decent preparation and a proper thanksgiving after Holy Com-
manion?  For meny "devout Catholics" (their own designatian), every minute over twenty
ot Mass on Sunday morning (or Sunday ncon) is ages leng.

voke this Holy Yerr the Year of the Way of the Cronss, uoke the Way of the Creosgs -
make it every day - devoutly = thinking in your heart, It is ne comaon battle we arc
girding for; this sge will meet no comnon fae, Look at Mexico. Lnok at Russio,
Look at Jopan and Chinas  Athelsm 18 militant today as never before, and its ~n-
sloughts will shew whn are Christions ond who aro nots The attacks on Christionity
mast ultimately meon attecks on Christicns, Christlonity will never fall - wo have
the premise of Christ that it will not, But Christions will fail, and their orowns
will go to nthers morc worthy., Look »ut for yourself, No ~nc else con sive your
BOULl s

The Devil hates the Bign of the Cross, ilnke it o hard yoar for the Devil.




