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the Sign of tho (ross,

Whene'er across this sinful flesh of nine
I draw the Holy Sign,

All good thoughts stir within ne, and renew
Their slumbering strength divines :

Till there springs up a courage high and true
To suffer and to do.

And who shall say, but hatoeful spirits around,
For their brief hour unbound,
Shudder %o sece, and wail their overthrow?
While on far heathen ground
Some lonely Saint hails the fresh cdor, though
Its source he cannot mow,.
== Cordinal Newnan, 1832.

This sentimont of on Anglican (Wewnon beeame a Crtholic in 18:5) sets in relief the
- true meaning of The Sign of the Cress, as opposcd to the maudlin sentimentality dis-
slayed by the pleturs which closed in South Bend recently (= day cnd a half early).
 The "ecourage high and true" of the martyrs distinguished them smong all men of all
 times  That they were not sobbing fanatics you may judge from the following brief
sketches of carly martyrs talen from the Breviary for this season of the year:

3te Lucy (Dees 13) rebulted the Prefect ond he replicd with a Latin pun: "Words (verba)
will soon ccase whon we come to blows (verbera).”  She answered: "God's servants will
acver want words, for the Lord Christ has saids 'When ye shall stand before kings and

- governors, tae no thought how or what yo shall spealk, for it shall be given you in
~that seme hour what ye shall speak.! (liatte, x, 18-20; larl, xiii, 9-11) God protect-
od her against a shameful attacl: on her chastity. Piteh, resin and beiling oil were

- poured upon her and she was then set on fire, but the fire did not take hold. Other
cruclties followed, and at last a sword was thrust through her neclk,

3t. Harccllus, Pope (Jan. 16) was somt by the Imperor iioxentius to carce for wild beasts
'In o menageries.  After nine months he was reseucd; he then preached in the home of
Lucina, a wealthy Roman medron, who turncd her hoine into o church. “Then laxentius
learned of this he tronsforred the wild beasts to the church and set liareellus ot his
 task again.  In the nidst of this filth and squalor tho enfeobled Pope dicd.

' Ste Priscn (Jan.. 18) was thirtoen yoors old whon the Bmperor Cloudius ordered hor to
sacrifiec to Apollos  She rofuscd, nnd wes buffoted and sont to prison. She was

- flogged by husky cxoccutinmers, then boiling tallow was pourvd on her, and she was sent
back to prison. She was then threwn to o lion, but it .srouched at her feet. Aftor
peing starved for throe duys she was terturcd on o rack, Picces of flesh were torn
from hor body with iren hoolts, and she was then throvm on o burning piles  She ¢scapcd
death froi: 21l these ferturcs, and wos finally beheadod. Ho tesrs are recorded of her.

3t. Schastian (Jan. 20), 2 soldicr, w.s shot through and thrrugh with arrows, and loft

for doad. Roscuud and nursed baelk to hualth, he heard his old mestor, the Emperor
Liocletian, passing his hiding place one day, =nd boldly canmc out and robuked hime Ho

wng beaten to death,

STATIONS TONIGHT: The ™ay of the Cross will be held in tho chureh this evening after

the 7:30 Bunediotlon. It will end before 2:00 o'slock,

PR T L brothcr of Fre innick, CeS.Ce, i8 vory 11llj; so 18 Arthur Hoono's grond-

fothure Two thonksgivings (Nos, 12 and 13 fron tho Deprossion Novenn); three sncoial

intontions, (The 7:00 .iass Sunday will be for tho noxt ono of us 4n dic; tho last

one brought Jim Honley the grace of Baptimn on his deatbbod,




