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the Sign of tho Cross. II.

St. Agnes (Jan. 21) was anothoer 13=yoar old girl, whose "little body was scarce o
sheath of thcir swords.” St. Ambrosc adds: "She had no foor when she found horsclf
grasped by the bloody hands of the exteutiencrs. She was unoved when thoy drogged
her with elanging chains... She quailud net when the weapons of the angry soldiery werc
vointed at her brenst.., She was ready t~ subnit hor neck and hands tc the iron
shacklcs, but they were to~ big to clasp hor slender linbs... The spectators wore all
in toars (they were pagans) ond she alone did not wocpe.. " He gocs en to say that
this little girl tounted the oxceuticncr: 'Heodsmen, why waitcst thou?  Perish the
body which draweth the admiration of cyos from which I fain would turn away.,"  She
was finally becheadeds

St. Hartina (Jan. 30), dsughter of o wealthy family, geve her wealth te the pr~r when
her parents dieds,  She was scourged, nongloed with iron heooks and prongs, and pieces of
broken pottcrys Hor limbs were cutb off, picec by piece, and boiling tallow poured on
her bodys.  She wos thrown to the wild beasts, but they would not touch her; thrown on
o burning pile , she remeined alive. During the ccurse of hor torturcs an  carthquak
and thunderstorn threw the whole city of Reme into ¢ranfusien, but she romained cala.
Like thusc ~thor holy virgins, she wos finslly beheoded.

St. .gatha (Peb. 5), come of a noble line, In hor secend rosponsory it is said:
Tigathe went to prison with great joy, like a gucst to o banguct, ond recommended her
struggle to the Lord in proyer.” Hoer dinlogue with the Proctsr who dircebed her
torture is ~ne of the most spirited found in the lets of the Uartyrs. “hitc hot
metal, the rack, live ombors, and sharp petsherds were used in hor berturc; she died
of her wounds.

Sts. Foustinus and Jovita (Feb. 1B) wore brothers of neble birth whe suffored under
*Tfajan;”“ﬁTﬁicﬁ they were talken from ono city »f Italy to ancther, and exhibited in
torture whorover thoy went,  "They proached Christ by their sufferings in every place
where thoy were shrwn." ild boasts ond fire were comson terturcs te them. In
Naples they were choained tegother and thrown inte the sun, but wore mirzeulously ros=
cued. Taken back to their home city of Bruseis, they woere beheaded with the oxc.

Ste Simeon (Feb, 18), sccond Bishop of Jerusalom {..D. 62) ruled his sec until well
inte the seennd century, when he was copturcd with othor rolatives of Qur Lord and
menbers of the houso of Devide Ho wus erueificd at the age of 120, and the joy with
which ho grevted this distinetinn of suffering the seme death as his Paster was o
norvel to all beholders.

Thae Forty iartyrs of Scbaste (liareh 10),  Two strrics stand out in thoir Socond Noo-
turne. The first onc tells of o guard whe was posted by the lake whurcon their bodios
were stretehed neked to frecze to death, and whe hoard thon praying thet their nunbor
of forty might remoin intect. Js ho listoned ho sew angols dosconding with thirty~
nine erownsg then he saw one of the ferty run from the ice to o warm bath nearby. The
guard then proclaliaed himself o Christion, snd suffirced with the rest,

The other strry tells of @ elithon, the yrungest: "His mother stord by, and when sho
sew that his legs woere broken, but th't he wos yot alive, she ericd, and snid: 'ly sen,
have petience but o 1ittle lengur.  Buhrld how Christ standeth ot the door to help
thoo,'  “/hen she sow the brdics ~f all the cthors put up-n carts and tokon away t~ be
burncd, and that hor son wes left behind, boenuse the multitude wickedly heved that
boing but o lad, 1f he lived, ho might yot bo drawvm to ecomnmit idolatry, the hold nethor
trok him on hor ~»wn shoulders and bravoly followed behind the onrts laden with the
brdics ~f tho martyra, In hor arne ilelithen gave up his seul to Ged,"



