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The Trudge To Rome, I I ,

The Centenary of the Oxford Movement w il l  be celebrated  in  England th i s  summer. Al
ready there  are repercussions o f the s t r i f e  between the P ro te s tan t and Catholic d i
v isions o f the Anglican Church, Out o f deference to the Low Church, the Bishop of 
London has forbidden the "P o n tif ica l Mass" and the "Requiem Mass" announced as p a r t  
of the program, Keble and Pusey w ill  be exa lted , fo r  there i s  comfort in  the thought 
that^they stopped half-way. But the stronger position  o f Newman and Manning, who 
didn t  stop, w ill  stand out in  co n tras t -  and the rea l issue , the supreme au tho rity  of 
the Papacy, w il l  onee more compel a t te n t io n .

I t  i s  our pious hope th a t  two o ther cen tenaries  of th is  year w il l  not be fo rgotten  in
the enthusiasm fo r the Oxford Movement. The Holy Father has declared th is  a Holy
Year in  commemoration of the n ineteenth  Centenary of the C rucifix ion . I t  i s  also the
four-hundreth anniversary of the marriage o f Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, which marked
the beginning of the English Schism. 'That a wonderful year fo r a reunion with the 
m ystical Body of C hristl

The Oxford Manifesto gives one hope. 0n October 1, 1932, f i f t y  Anglican clergymen is-  
sued th is  remarkable p lea for reunion; (several hundred signatures have since been 
added). I t s  statement o f  f a i th  contains u t t e r  repudiation  o f modernism and re jec tio n  
of State control of the Church in  s p i r i tu a l  m atters and the E rastian  philosophy which 
attem pts to ju s t i f y  i t . "  I t  affirm s in  Catholic terms the p r in c ip a l doctrines of 
Catholic f a i th  and condemns the departure of the Anglican bishops from "Catholic 
standards in ^ fa i th , p rac tice  or m orals;" and i t  adds; "As a grave instance of the 
last-named, i t  i s  incumbent upon us to reprobate the to le ra t io n  and even positive  sup
po rt by c e r ta in  Anglo-Catholics o f the immoral sanction of a r t i f i c i a l  contraception 
given by many Bishops a t  Lambeth."

The shadow cast by the l a s t  obstac le  in  the way of unity  i s  found in  the f i f t h  of the 
seven p o in ts  in  the declara tion  o f f a i th ,  which reads as follows; "T;e affirm  th a t  the 
claim o f the Church o f England to  con tinu ity  w ith the Church o f  S t. Augustine and S t. 
Theodore, co n s is ten tly  maintained by the Oxford Fathers, involves oneness of Faith  and 
P ractice  w ith the h is to r ic  Church of the p as t,  which was in  unquestioned communion 
with the whole^Catholic Church and which held the common F aith  of Christendom, That 
e ssen tia l  continuity  i s  not s a t is f ie d  with mere succession in  property , nor by rev ival 
of ceremony, nor by use of words, but only by complete id e n t i ty  of F a ith , the pos
sessions of which i s  the sole ju s t i f i c a t io n  o f her ex istence."

Then these earnest men can see th a t  "complete id e n t i ty  of Faith" means acceptance of 
.ope Leo X II I 's  decision th a t  Anglican Orders are invalid  they w il l  a lso  see th a t  
Hemion means Submission." That they see the need of autho r i ty  is  unquestioned. 

Their th i rd  point s ta te s :  We proclaim th a t the Catholic Religion i s  d iv ine ly  re -
vealed and e s se n tia l ly  a re l ig io n  of au th o rity , and th a t therefo re  the F a ith  i s  not 
a t  the mercy of the speculation or imagination of any ind iv idual teach er. The u l t i 
mate and absolute au tho rity  to explain and define th a t  Faith  belongs to the v is ib le ,  
n i s to n e ,  Catholic Church, founded by our L o rd . . . ."  Even fu r th e r  they "declare th a t  
the re&l and e eaontial go C& i  si Reunion wi th  the Apo a to 11 o See of Rome #

.That can Notre Dame do to help? Uo can do th is ;  Every day during Lent, when wo use 
??? ° f  s i t io n  o f the Blessed Sacrament throughout the day, we can pray 

th a t God w ill give these men the l ig h t  to see the whole tru th ,  and the s treng th  of

S S iK S V  M e a s e  re tu rn  Msgr. D 'H ulst's  "Lifo of Mother Mary Theresa," I t  i s  needed for

s t o r t


