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We appreoisites t h i  si 1 audutory odi i r r ia l  from Amerioa,

"Good news cones from Notre Dame, a p e re n n ia l  source  o f  good news, According to  th e  
annual r e l ig io u s  survey, the students o f  the "University m aintain  an a&airably balanced  
a t bi bude on %ne use o f  s trong  d r in k .  Out o f  935 s tu d e n ts  who answered a question-* 
n a ir e , 394 the-ught th a t -oderate drinking was n e r fe c t ly  proper, 116 reported the.t they  
never arank in to x ic a t in g  beverages, 60 were o f the op in ion  th a t  temperance was a d i f ­
f i c u l t  v ir tu e , 35 b e lie v e d  th a t  any use o f  in to x ic a n ts  was dangerous, and w hile 18 de­
c la red  t o t a l  ab stin en ce to  be ( f o o l i s h /  35 h e ld  th a t  i t  was (a d v is a b le /  But the  
b e s t  index , p e rh ap s ,  o f  Notre Dame thought and o p in io n  on t h i s  im p o r tan t  m a t te r  i s  the  
f a c t  t h a t  n e a r l y  1,000 s tu d e n ts  have signed t o t a l  a b s t in e n c e  c a r d s ,

hve hope t h a t  a l l  our c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  w i l l  fo l lo w  the  example o f  Notre Dame 
in^encourag ing  vo ta l  ab s tinence*  Any young man who c o n t r a c t s  th e  h a b i t  o f  d r in k in g ,  
and by th a t  we mean moderate drinking, has put h im se lf under a handicap. I t  may do 
hi<ii no immediate harm, b u t  i t  i s  always a source o f  danger ,  and i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  
see wnat good ne can g e t  from i t .  The g e n e r a t io n  now -growing to  manhood w i l l  have 
iu s  d r in k  p r r ulem to  so lve  no l e s s  tnan th e  g e n e ra t io n  which grew to manhood te n  v e n rs  
ago, wuen th e  e v i l s  o f  p r o h ib i t i o n  were r i s i n g  to  t h e i r  h e i g h t .  An e x c e l l e n t  be­
g inn ing  o f  a s o lu t io n  i s  t o t a l  a b s t in e n c e ,

"T&atever our p o s it io n  on fed er a l P ro h ib itio n , or on any kind o f  le g a l p ro h ib itio n ,
a l l  C a th o l ic  f a t h e r s ,  rnotners, and t e a c h e r s  f e e l  s a f e r  about the fu tu re  o f  th e  young 
man who from r e l ig io u s  m otives promises t o t a l  ab stin en ce  than about the fu tu re  o f  th e  
moderate  c i r i r c e r , The t o t a l  a b s t a in e r  has l e a r n e d  to  deny h im s e l f ,  ? m i  th e  habit o f  
s e lf -d e n ia l  i s  an admirable safeguard. Like the fea r  o f  H e ll ,  I t  w i l l  save when 
the love  o f  v ir tu e  grows fa in t  in  the zero hour o f  tem p ta tion /'

W ill " a ll  our c o lle g e s  and u n iv e r s it ie s  fo llo w  th e  example o f  Notre Dome in  encourag­
ing t o t a l  abstinence?" There i s  b e tter  chance o f* th e ir  doing so i f  we can r a is e  
th a t 33/.; to  5C%% or to  &6ir# Example did a g rea t deal hero in  making a success o f  th
campaign a or vn@ pledges one m otive proposed was, "to help  o th er  young neople.. behave 
th em se lv es /' C ath o lic  .lo tion  demands th a t we h elp  our neighbor in  th is  way,

S h if t in g  the scene from How York to  the Rnohy fo u n ta in s , we have a l e t t e r  
ch an cellor  o f  a w estern a io ceso  which :v.ys in  c a r t:

nmson i i -11 nas sever?-.1 records at the U n iv e r s ity , but I b e l ie v e  th at the a c tio n  o f  
ohuc oup, vls noted in  ^ u lle 'cin for -arcn 28, i s  e s p e c ia l ly  com• -ondab 1 e and worth?
o f  a d v e r t is in g , Too Io n ;, a s p i r i t  r f  apathy has e x is te d  among our e& an ted  Catho-
l i c s  o i ^uAerica* The accicn  o f  (h:c group in  regard to the immoral "v*vie s itu a t io n ,  
i l  fo llow od  *" Uv by more such un ited  io tio n , idioro abuses are crooning in  or arc a l ­
ready iiorc, i ; i l l  no doubj be e f f e c t iv e  and w i l l  lea d  to  o th er acLion alf ng the same 
l in e s  by thvr groups# ay I o f f e r  a suggestion? I by not w r ite  one r go t i c  n otes o f
p r o te s t  to l,kv (prominent n o v e lis t^ : who step  over the bounds o f  decency in  th e ir  boot
s e l le r s ?  I t%ok the l i ' e r t y  o f  sending your q u ota tion s from The Boot "n to the e d i ­
tor  n f The te; in ter#  Thz ten d en cies mentioned tjicrc are a c tu a lly  ch a llen g in g  C h rist!
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Thc y  vdrich roforonoo in .-u!e tip ,.-?aro In t h is  i/uek« s •seg isi r ,  .hen may
wc announce th a t a l l  the ".-alia h aw  clgnoti nrot eta  a g a in s t  unclean HiWb, and have 
made th e ir  nr« te a t s  e f f e c t iv e  by staying away from i.mronur norfonatm eos1? L o t's  see  
what Holy Year means to you. The producers a c t  on the b e l i e f  th a t  you arc funda­
m en ta lly  corrupts we are appealing to you as fundam entally d ocen t. I f  the producers 
aro r ig h t , we stand co rrected .


