
U niversity  of Hotre Dame
Religious B u lle tin

April 2%, 1933 
# * # * * # # # # * # #

An Alumnus Drops a Bint on Culture*

Every once in  a while one hears the complaint th a t  there i s  not enough culture a t 
h o tre  Dame * I t  comes from a l l  so rts  of c r i t i c s , To enumerate a few -

1. Those who confuse cu ltu re  with tea  p a r t ie s  and parlo r manners;
2* The subscribers to a l l  the Bo o k-o f  - the-mo nth clubs;
3, The (ra re )  p ro tagon is ts  of c la s s ic a l  l i t e r a tu r e ;
4 , The p u r is ts  who deprecate bad English;
5* The high school o ra to rs  who canH find  enough worlds to conquer; and, f in a l ly ,  
6. Those who have the true idea of cu ltu re  as “refinement of c iv i l iz a t io n  *“

The answer i s ,  of course; c iv i l iz a t io n  f i r s t ,  and then culture*

A chance observation by an alumnus in  his reply to the curren t alumni questionnaire 
gets at the heart of the problem (which is  a problem, but has si so lu tion )* Isa h is
rep ly  to the question, “Have you ever reg re tted  going to Notre Dame?,r he s ta te s :

nl!o t without q u a l if ic a t io n .  As I look back through the years in  the l ig h t  
of what I hope I  have learned from them, I  see in  Notre Dame the g rea test 
educational in s t i tu t io n  within my knowledge, Even students who came there  
in  my time as ill-m annered b u l l ie s  f e l t  i t s  influence, and i f  they did not 
acquire good p o in ts , a t  le a s t  th e ir  numerous bad ones were so ftened ,“

In  the broad sense, of course, there are as many cu ltu res as there are c iv i l iz a t io n s , 
and the world has witnessed a good many of these . At p resen t the f ie ld  i s  narrowing 
down to two v a r ie t ie s  - C hristian  and pagan culture* I f  Notre Dame as a center of 
C hristian  cu ltu re  has not ye t reached quantity  production in  i t s  output of C hristian  
gentlemen, i t  i s  because i t  has been in  the f ie ld  only n inety  y ea rs . The foundations 
of the th ir te e n th  century cathedrals were la id  in  the s ix th  and seventh cen turies , 
when the Church f i r s t  took hold of the barbarian hordes and prepared them by the graces 
of baptism fo r  the c iv i l iz a t io n  th a t  we c a l l  C hris tian ,

Notre Dame has not had to start from scratch exactly, but some of the raw material 
here earns i t s  name* Give us a chance. Cone back three centuries from now and see 
what the sacramental l i f o  o f Notre Dome Tar].:!], have done for ten generations of Notre
Dame men* The f ie ld  of culture -  Ohri sti&n culture * i s  the soul * We are teaching
you now that yo u have soul s . Your sons, when they come here, may know that the soul 
i  to be saved; your grand sons may advance a step beyond the fear o f  h e ll to the be- 
ginning of the love of God; and what their grandsons may do presents po s s ib i l i t ie s  * 
provided no throv/back intorvenes. They may even get to the point of avoiding venial 
s in*

The most prominent ob ataole s to culture ob served on the campus at present are:

1 * The notion that money i  s important;
51 *. The idea that to be manly -  tough * ono must bo oo&rse and profane;
3* The aocept&nce of movie philo sophy as & criterion of love and marital h&ppiness«

Pray for sense I And <3lo se your e&rs to the ja%zy world about you so thut you may hear 
the voice o f Ifisdom when 11 speaks*-
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