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Has The'ﬁorld.Gona_Sour? _Not Entirely,

I.

"Population Trends in the Unlted States," report of Hoover Committee on Social Trends
(Chlcago Tribune review): "eees births have declined in amnual totals since 1921, al-
though, during that time, there has been s constantly inecreasing adult population,
'The trend towards earlier marriage no doubt arises from a complex of social conditions,
but the authors wish to call attention to the fact that earlier marriage has been
taking place concomitantly with the rapid spread of contraceptive information.'  The
authors suggest the birth decline may have been o contributing factor in bringing a=-
bout the financial and business depression. 'Because "business as usual" has been
predicated to such an extent on a rapidly growing population in the past, it is reason-
able to urge that the chonge in the rate of population growth now going on, and to be
expected in the future, be given careful consideration in planning for the rational-
ization of social and economic life,.t"

I,

Dr, Chas, liaye, speaking in demphis: "lle find ol1d people all around us who have been
dead for years and don't know it, They do mot think any more., Their minds have
died, although their bodies live on. Life today is too fast a pace. The mind gives
out years before the body."

III.

Editorial in the New York ‘orld-Telegram: "The sponsors of Parents! Day excrecises in
Central Park on Sunday set out to find the largest family in New York., They wonted
to show that lerge families are hoppy families. They wanted cach member of New
York's largest family to stand before the microphone and tell the world about his
heppiness in his great familial tribe,

"The sponsors of Parents' Day have found the largest family, the family of lr. and
kirs. Robert Owens, in Middle Village, Quecns = cighteen members in all, from father
end mother down %o l=year-old Christopher.

"The discovery reveals o story that is as magnificent os it is tragic. For Mrs. Rob-
ert Owans, feeding her large brood in three shifts ecach meal time, has to fecd and
keep all but the two oldest, who are marriecd, on the 45 o nonth which her husband
earns climbing ond pruning trees as an cncrgency eaploye of the Queens Pork Depart-
ment, that pittance being supplemented by the c¢fforts of throe of the boys who go
forth daily hunting odd jobs and not often finding them.

"Hoppy?  VWell, said Mrs. Owens of the children, 'They help each other,? And, thank
God, they are not 'picky obeut their fond... Them who don't want, leaves, and them whr
do, eoats,!?

"And would they attend the cercmonies? It was o great honor, but, 'It's just too
muech, that's all; it's just too much.'! TFor on Sunday four of the children will be re-
ceiving Communion at St. liargaret's Catholic Chureh. It was o question of clothes.

A delegation of eight or nine will go with lir, Owons to the Central Park ceromonies.

"Talk of Vashington's army at Volley Forge or of Nopoleon's retreating from Moscow =
herz is an army not in retroat but geing forward.,  The valor of Mrs. Owens and her
brood defies didactic moralizing.”

Let's moralize anywoy: "Sharing" kceps hope alive; selfishness breeds despair. God
bless Mr, and ilrs. Owena ond thelr sixtocn kidsi

Corrootion: Harold Robertsonts mothor died, not his father. A deceased friend;3 sp.i.o




