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Temptation and Sin.

W o~

A prolonged, violent storm of suggestive thoughts, or images in the sensces, imagination,
or memory. Some pleasure. Some resistance. Have I sinned?  Doss plcasure, or
frequency, or persistonee of temptations unfailingly indicate sin?  If not, what is

the criterion by which I can judge when temptetion changes into sin?

Ploasurc == involuntary pleasure -- on the part of the lower faculties -~ the scnscs,
imagination, or memory -- is oftoen necessary, spontancous, when o certain image is
prosont, just as pleasant taste spontancously, nccessarily (for most pcople, at least)
accompanics a sip of rarc wine, Involuntary pleasur: accompanying thce image doosn't
ke sine It constitutss the tomptation, the allurcomont to sin.

"requeney eand violenco of tomptations depond upon temporament and character, upon
wducation and past and prescnt onvironment, sometimos cven upon the providontial dow
signs of God, as well as upon our owm fault.* They cannot, therefore, be an unorring
critorion of guilt,

$in, mortal or venial, csnnot happon unless tho intclluet recognizes the prosonee of
the evil thought or image and thors is at loast some consent of the will, Onc: you
orc awarc that the pleasure is sinful, you have poison in youwr rarc winc, Swallow,
and you swallow death,

Since, then, emsent of the will is the factor nocessary for sin, what signs arc therc
by which I can judge whether, or the dogrec in which, my will yiclded to a tomptation?

There is no consent, hence no sin, if a feeling of disgust with the temptation has
bsen present, or if you turn to prayer, or to any other legitimate and attractive
thought (such as a football game) to distract the intellect and will.

[here is some consent, hence venial sin

If before repelling the temptation you momentarily hesitate, not
weanting to offend God, yet wishing to relish the forbidden pleasure;

If resistance is real but fesble, indolent, Halfwresistance is
half~consent snd venial sin,

vongsent is full and gravely sinful when, despite the protests of conscience which recog-
nizes the gravity of the evil, the will acquiesces in the pleasure presented to it in
the temptation,

f, in spite of this knewledge of the distinction between sin and temptation, you still
have difficulty in a particular case, consult your confessor, If your conscilence is

lax the presumption is against you; if you have & delicate conscience, not in the habit
of yielding consent, you are nmost probably free, at least from sorious sin.

*Jomotimes there is culpability in causing the tomptation. In the words of St. Prancis
ie¢ Sales, "If I know tha*t some certain conversation leads me to temptation and +o a
fall, and I do woluntarily engage therein, I am, doubtless, culpable for all the bomp-
tations that shall arise,”

October Devotions.,

They begin Sundey night with services at 7:00 and 7:30 in Sacred Heart church, On
wsek days throughout the month they will be held in the Bagement Chapel at 5:00 Pally
Bo sure to give Father 0'Donnell a big share of your October prayers,




