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The D e v ils  "Tedge.

Have you ever sp lit  ra iIs? I f  you have, i t  * s no sign you are another Abraham Lincoln
i f  you haven 't, i t 1 s no sign th a t  you w il l  never be president * However, i f  you have 
ever had the t h r i l l  of in se rtin g  the thin end of a wedge in to  a log or a piece of cord 
wood and then watching the e ffe c t  of the "tap, tap , tap" of a s ledge, you wi 11 under- 
stand the meaning of the express ion, " The Devi 1 * is ' fedge

I f  you if ant to  be a snoot h psychologist, with no p a r t ic u la r  regard fo r  moral quanti- 
t i e  8* go to the Devil for your method s * Prom the f ir s t  tempt at ion of Eve in  the 
Carden of Eden, ̂  tie has prosented the rose with the thorn hidden always. I t ' s l i t t l e
he wants -  a t f i r s t  ■* and what he o ffe rs  is  much to  your l ik in g *

The Devil inserts the th in  end of the wedge* He never works across the grain ~ always 
ifith  -bite grain * lie avoids the knot-ho le as * He avo i  ds haste, but hi s taps are p ers i  st 
ent; he lenows that perseverance is  of more importuneo than force in  sp litt in g  a rai 1, 
and that the toughesib grain %vi 11 y ield  i f  tlie wedge i s  onee inserted and kept in plac e *

ih a t i s  the way the Devil conducts the b a t t le  for your soul* C uriosity  i s  the weak
spot with the innocent, lu s t  with the depraved, avarice  and love of power with the am—
o it io u s ; and the Devil knows ju s t  where to  in se r t  the  wedge with a l l  of us* Every
y ie ld in g  to  s in fu l cu r io s ity  admits the D evilfs wedge, makes easie r the f in a l  conquest
of the soul * Every submis s i  on to lu st le t  s th e wedge sink deepe r into the f ib e r ,
s p l i t s  the soul from Cod, i t s  l a s t  end * Every surrender of the soul to  avarice or un-
lawful ambition d rie s  up i t s  fountains of grace and makes of i t  tinder fo r  the Devil1 s 
flames,

Jhat the Devil does to  the individual soul he does to Hot re  Dame • He hates Our
Ladyf s school, fo r  he hates Our Lady, for whose heel he was doomed to  l i e  in  wait *
•{here grace abounds he is  most active* His envy of our lo t  leads him to  use a l l  *
his inuelligenco, a l l  h is power, a l l  h is w lleg , to  ruin Our Lady * s school and Our 
Lady's boys,

he can once drive in  the wedge, he wi 11 he content to  keep on tapping* If ho
can circulate a bad book, i f  ho <3an gain prestige for a bad magazine or a bad show* 
i f  he can plant one of h is  smooth emissaries on the < anpus to load boys through 
sin fu l curiosity to sin fu l indulgences, his wedge is  p1 anted and ho w il 1 bo content 
(30 vap, tap, c &p # : Jhat ho s trivo s for with might and main is  the entering wedge *

hnot-holos^ are the bane of the rai l- sp lit to r  * s 1 i f  o * The knot-holos in your character
arc th e  p rinc ip les  which p ro tec t you against the D evilf s wedge * I f  you have sound,
str ong principle s , the wedge can novor travel far * I f  your love of (3 od and your s e l f -
respect are strong enough to keep you from reading bad h.xks, from sooing bad shows,
from associating with e v il  companions, from lis ten in g  to e v il storing, the things that
come your way perforce, the things you cannot avoid i f  you are to liv e  in the world, 
w ill never do you serious harm.

Prayer, the Sacraments, tough a e lf .d en ia l, sp ir itu a l crm , 1 when you n d i l  - there 
are the things that strengthen the knot.holes and frustm t, the D evil's w i g ; *  And 
don't over le t  anyone foo l you with tho hoary old sophism that literatu re is  indnpondon 
of l i f e ,  that you can read a book without harm i f  i t s  sty le  is  ;,ood and i t s  nathT rot­
ten* Take the Church's word for i t  i f  you can't sou i t  for yourself, but nav  ̂ your 
soul for Cod f*nd th" good things He has in store for you*
PhAYLRS: Lai,hers L"o and Alan Hciser ask prayers for their aged mother, who has suffers 
a fractured hip* Deceased* Dr* J* Lev/is Hrowno (fonder professor of music hero); tho
- randmother of James Jubbs; Archbishop Hotibaoh, of Honduras ( onco a v i s i to r  hero); C»M* 
Proctor, *76; a friend (Galesburg); a friend (Aritona); a neighbor; an uncle of Tom
Brobson* l i l t  Relatives of Bill E ll is  and Paul Schrants# o x -131* 5 specia l intention*
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