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The Devil's *fedge.

Have you ever split rails?  If you have, it's no sign you are another Abraham Lincoln;
if you haven't, it's no sign that you will never be president. However, if you have
ever had the thrill of inserting the thin end of a wedge into a log or a piece of cord
wood and then watching the effect of the "tap, tap, tap" of a sledge, you will under=
stand the meaning of the expression, "The Devilts “Jedge."

If you want to be a smooth psychologist, with no particular regard for noral gquanti-
ties, go to the Devil for your methods, From the first temptation of Zive in the
Carden of Hden, he has presented the rose with the thorn hidden always. It's little
he wants ~ at first = and what he offers is ruech +o your lilzing.

The Devil inserts the thin end of the wedge. He never works seross the grain - alwaysg
with the grain, He avoids the knot-~holes, tHle avoids haste, but his taps are persist
ent; he lmows that perseverance is of more importance than force in splitting a rail,

and that the toughest grain will yield if the wedge 1s once inserted and ept in place,

That 1s the way the Devil conducts the battle for your soul, Curiosity is the weal
spot with the innocent, lust with the depraved, avarice and love of power with the ane
bitious; and the Devil knows just where to inssrt the wedge with all of us, TFvery
yielding to sinful curiosity admits the Devil's wedge, nakes easier the final conquest
of the soul. Ivery submission to lust lets the wedge sink deeper into the fiber,
splits the soul from Cod, its last end. Dvery surrender of the soul to avarice or un-
lawful ambition dries up its fountains of grace and makes of it tinder Ffor the Dovil!'s
flames,

‘hat the Devil does to the individual soul he does to Notre Dame., He hates Our
Lady's school, for he hates OQur Lady, for whose heel he was doomed o lie in wait,
“/here grace abounds he is most active, His envy of our lot leads him to use agll
his intelligence, all his power, all his wiles, to ruin Our Lady's school and Our
Lady's boys,

If he can once drive in the wedge, he will he content to kecp on tapping. IFf he
cen circulate a bad book, if he can gain prestige for a bad magazine or a bad show,
if he can plant one of his smooth emissarics on the carpus to lead hoys through
sinful curiocsity to sinful indulgencoes, his wedge is planted and he will be contont
to tap, tap, tap. “hat he strives for with night and main is the entering wedge.

knot-holes are the hane of the rail-splitber's life. The knobt<holes in your character
are the principles which protoct you apainst the Dovil's wedges I you have sound,
strong prineiples, the wodgs can never travel far, If your love of Cod and vour self-
raspeet are strong cnough to kuep you from regding bad hooks, frou sceing had shows,
from associating with ovil conpanious, fron listening to ovil storing, the things that
corie your way perforee, the things you cannot avoid if you ure to live in the world,
will never do you surious harm,

Proyer, the baersments, tongh self-deninl, spiritual counsel vhon you ned it - thero
are the things that stronpgthen the knoteholos and Prustrate the Jevilts widpes  And
ion't ever let anyonce fool you with the hoary old sophism thet literature is independon
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of 1ife, that you can rosd o book without harm ir its style 1s 00l and its rntber rote
trne Tule the Church's word for it if you ean't sce it Pop vourselfs  Bub save your
soul for God snd the good things He has in store for you.

PHATURS: Tathurs Leo ond Alan Heiser ask proyers for their aged mother, who has sufferc
t fraoturcd hip. Dosvascds Dr. J. Lewis Browne (foruer profussor of music here); the
-randmother of James ‘Jubbsg Archbishop Hombach, of Honduras (onec a visitor hure); C.M,
Prootur, '75; a fricnd (Galesburg); a friond (Arizona)s a noighbor; an uncle of Tom
Brobsons TIlls Relativos of Bill Zllis and Paul Sohrantz, ox-'31l, 5 spocial intention:




