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Moral Courage.

You may tall through your side teeth, wear your hat at a rakish engle, cuss like a
saltesea sailor, swagzer like a Bowery bum, ard still be so norally soft that a flea
could push both his whiskers clear through your midriff,

You're pure putty, after all, unless you have moral courage, And moral courage is
not a mere physical atd 1tude, but something deeper, closer to the spine,

“iithout moral courage, a men sits and wealkly hopes, vaguely hopes, week in and weck
out, to do this or that good thing, but never does it., He longs for this or that
uastery over himself, but never aecquires it. Why?  Because fear -. fear of effort,
1 sar of fallure, fear of risks, fear of criticism, fear of ridicule, fear of displeas-

5 friends ~- keeps him from it, He lacks the determination to decide quickly and
4ef1nltely Just what he ought to do., He lacks the strongth and generosity to put
forth the effort that his goal requires. IHe lacks the steadfastness and fight to
reep pushing on stubbornly, against all obstacles, to the end.

What such a man needs to do, first of all, is to think, Some day he ought to sit
down by hirmself in the chapel and try to find out just what is keeping hin from becom-
ing the kini of man hes wents to be. Do his past confessions reveal that he has been
cormitting the samec sins week after woeek? Ilost probably they offer a key to his
feilure,

Has he ever talked over his hapns, his difficulties, his failures, with any priest?

if he suffered from some serious bodily ailment he would go to a doetor. Vhy doesatt
he show the same wisdom when his moral or intellectual good is at stake? A priest
can help hin frame a program that will corrcet his difficulty. A priest can give him
the encouragement nccessary to follow out thnat prograri,

Such o men needs also Yo pray., So far, in spite of his tine at liotre Dome, he has
missed the lesson that Notre Dome wants most that he should loarn, Degree with
konors, personality plus, valuable conbtacts -~ nothing counts much if he leave Hotre
Dame a moral weakling. Let hinm curnestly pray God to sec that,

Late Starters,

Those who ate their turkey late Thursday nizht anl didn't start with the rest Friday
norning, cen begin their own priwvate HWovena for Purity at tonaerW'ﬁmrning's ilaese To
cet in the fll nine 4dsys, they chould end it on the norning o Ducember 11, three
days after the TFeast,

Advent,

Tomorrow will be the first Sunday of Advent, an irportent purlod in the liturpieal life
of the Church Thees four weclzs of Advent wo ars rominded of the thousands of years
hetweon the 1 al? of fdzm ond Fve and the coming of Christ,  During this dime we are
to think desply on th: havoe wroucht by sin and of the pgreat bonofits Christ begtowed
on mankind by His Inesrmation and Roedemptione It is a tiw of ponanee, of preparing
the way for the eoming of the Lerd,  Christiws will mean vory 1little o yom in a
spiritual way unless you flrgt snter into the spirit of Advente  Ask the Blessed
Fother during your Inns 36 and Holy Comrunions this month to give you o deoper und r-
ntanding of wtn al of her love und of the love of Christ for you. Tou know that,
wenording to the doetrine of the Church, it wns upon the fint of Tary thot your ro-
“enption anl the rodemption of all mon dependeds As o lotre Dare man, you mipht ro-
I'rosh your mind this Advent on the sound rcasons for vonerating lury,



