
U n iv e rs i ty  of ITotro Dane 
R elig ious B u lle t in  

December 4 , 1955
W * « W : W * W

Robots and P ra y e r*
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At th e  Century of P rogress  E xposition  a mechanic a l  ran  gave le c tu re s  on the ahem  a iry  
o f  the organism* . The f a c t  t h a t  chem istry oriel physics  a re  exem plified  in  an organism 
i s  110 argument, of cou rse , t h a t  man i s  a mere machine or chemical labo ra to ry*  Every* 
one knows, though, how easy i t  i s  f o r  a  human being to  a c t  l ik e  a  machine, t o  a c t
from fo rc e  of h a b i t .

H abit i s  "kite f  ly-who e l  o f l i f e  * I t  Ice op s both the good man and th e  bad man ; ;oing,
To the  statem ents "H abit i s  second n a tu r e ,” th e  Duke o f  v.re l l i n !:ton l s re jo in d e r  i s  
famous: " Seven t in o  s n a tu r  e , 8 i r  * * (Pile h a b i tu a l  " so t"  toward v i r t u e  lie Ip s ; b u t a
man's n a tu re  may be s lu ic e d  out w ith  the  flow  th e  o ther m y .  The sad s to ry  of the 
in fluence  of h ab it on e n e rg e tic  so If-m aste ry  i s  summarized by S t ,  A ugustine: 11 Fer­
vors ion of ir i.ll c re a te s  l ib id o  (or l u s t ,  or v io le n t  d e s i r e ) j  subm ission to  l ib id o  
c re a te s  h a b i t \ n o n -re s is ta n c e  to  h a b it  c re a te s  n e c e s s i ty ,11

Have A H eart,

H abit can be good, or bad. I t  i s  a bad th in g  when i t  ta k e s  th e  h e a r t  out of sacred 
a c tio n s  — our pray or s — and leaves  l i t t l e  bu t a d u l l ,  mechanical form alism , "Have 
a heartV* God wants us to  have a h e a r t .  He w ishes a sou l in  p ra y e r , — a mind, a 
w i l l ,  a l l  our s treng th*  "This people honor©th He w ith  t h e i r  l i p s ,  b u t t h e i r  h e a r t  
i s  f&r fram lie ." — I : a t t * xv* 8 . "Thou s h a l t  love th e  Lord, th y  God, w ith  th y  whole
h e a r t  and w ith  thy whole soul and w ith a l l  th y  s tre n g th  and w ith  a l l  thy raind,"  — 
Deutr v i ,  5 ,

Yfith A ll Thy S treng th  *

vhen you ta k e  holy \m to r ,  do n o t  leave i t  a m echanical, autom atic action*  Donft  be 
a r e l ig io u s  robo t. You are about to  come in to  the  Sacramental P resence, to  appear 
befo re  Divine Omniscience th o se  knowledge p ie rce s  more th a n  th e  x - ra y ,  to  appear be­
fo re  Divine H oliness Whose I n c o r r u p t ib i l i ty  n e c e s s a r i ly  abhors c o rru p tio n . Have a 
h e a r t , e. h e a r t  of love, of c o n t r i t i o n ,  "Lord, i f  Thou w i l t ,  Thou c a n s t  nako mo 
c le a n ,"  — 1 'a t t ,  v i i i ,  Be f u l l  of confidence and love *

*hen you bond the  knee, do no t leav e  11 an autom atic action*  Bond th e  knees of your 
h e a r t  as we 11, F a i th ,  lovo , ho ly  f e a r  *

D on 't merely "a tten d "  Hass* The l i tu r g y  pu ts  you in to  the  T'&ss* Th© very  n a tu re  of 
s a c r i f i c e  pu ts  you in to  th e  Hass* "Accept, 0 Holy F a th e r , ***this h o s t , , .o n  bob'-If 
o f a l l  hero present***" "bhero fo ro , 0 Lord, we Thy se rv a n ts ,  and likew ise  Thy h ' l y  
p e o p le , , , , ,o f f e r  unto Thy supreme m ajesty**," Lot th e  Hass speak to  you* For in ­
s tan c e , when the  s ign  of the c ro ss  many times i s  made over th e  S a c r i f ic e ,  "w ith  thy 
whole h e a r t"  adore th e  "Lamb stand ing  as i t  were s la in "  (C hrisb  a l iv e ,  y e t  in  s a c r i ­
f i c i a l  co n d itio n  — Apoc, v* 6 ) ,  became a sin-oom ponsation fo r  us* In  the  e le v a t io n ,
see a sh ie ld  of mercy l i f t e d  over a s in fu l  world, b u t don*t j u s t  "a tten d "  Hass*
O ffer I t  w ith  the p r i e s t ,  your p u b lic  r e p re s e n ta t iv e ,  know the  ends of s a c r if ic e *

1:1th A ll Thy Hindi

C ard inal Gibbons gave h is  Imprimatur to  an a c t  of ? (n t r i t i o n  appearing  under th e  
c a p tio n , The Golden Hoy of Salvation* Such i s  p c r f 'c t  c o n t r i t i o n .  P ra c t ic e  your- 
so I f  in  th u  u n s e lf is h  love of God. Try to  go w ith  the p ro d ig a l from a t t r i t i o n  to  
c o n tr i t io n *  Get your Hew Testament* Read Luke xv* 11-32, Geo th e  p a ra l le l*  Put 
y o u rse lf  in  the  prodi g a l yn shoes* Have n h e a r t  towards Oedl
At tKP re q u es t uf tlie  C ap ita l  D i s t r i c t  Club, a Requiem Haas fo r  the repose of th e  soul 
of Frank Mahar * s father w il l  be offered up at 7*16 Tuesday morning in  the D illon Hall 
Chapel.

#cT5#ther# of Father Franoie ?!aher, C,8*C$ and Profeeeur Langford*


