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Twenty-five thousand confessions a year,**# "ego te absolve a peooatis tuis"*.** 
time ft year on th* average**, + and for forty-one years in the priesthood.**, twenty* 
three of th*m as a Bishop who went into the oonfeseion&l before 15:00 every morning and 
remained there until 9;00 (with time out only for his Hass)», ## what a record of zeal!

That was the life of the Host Reverend Bishop Chartrand* of Indianapolis ** a 
million confessions  ̂and many millions of Communions, for he never let a penitent go 
with out saying, "Never, never, never miss a Commmion that you can pos s ibly make *"l.C

%i?hen Pope Pius X de signatod B ishop Chart rand as (3 oadjuto r Bi shop of Indianapo li s, in 
1910, the % *&lou 23 Apostl e of Dai ly Communi on looked iut o the livine Off ice for a suit' 
ablf» motto for his ooat-of-arms. In the Office of the Holy Name of 1'arv, three days 
b*for* the day set for his consecration (the Feast of the- Seven Dolors), lie found fin 
3t* Bernard^ s praises of the Blessed Virgin a perfect description of what he asked of 
the Mother of God: "Ipse 
weary,"

non latigatu II ler her guidance you will not grow

e

He rvunr did grow weary! With his health seriously impaired ror the past ten years, 
practically broken for the past thre« or four, he would not leave the confessional.
It was his daily bread, his lifet He always believed in the goodness of his people; 
ho knew that they would be good, would be saints, if they would only use the means of 
grace - confession and daily Communion, He wanted to be there personally to encour­
age them on the path of perfection. So he stuck to his post.

He said his Mass as usual at five o*clock on the feast of the Immaculate Conception.
He heard confessions for a while, but could not continue* Aftir a bit of rest he con 
tinned his oth^r routine duties of the day, including; adoration of the Blessed Sacra- 
naont, which is always exposed on Fridays in the chapel of adoration he built alongsid 
the on the dr a!. A few minutes before seven in the evening he suffered an attack of 
angina pectoris; there was a short struggle, lasting not more than fifteen minutes; 
then his soul was carried to God in the arms of the Blessed Mother, on the Feast of 
her Immaculate Conception, and while his faithful parishioners were adoring in the 
little chapel a few feet away,

He refused an archbishopric which, presumable, was to carry with it a Cardinalf s hat * 
Appointed some years ago to the See of Cincinnati, he asked the Holy Father to rue on- 
aider the appointment, and allow him to remain as ^rnfessor to hlo people* For one 
month k» was Arohbishop-el^ct of Cincinnati, then t: Holy Father reversed hie decis*
ion an I ro-appoinh^d him Bishop of Indianapolis*

Catholic education was with him as much a passion as daily ('-ommunion, and it was 
linked in his mind with charity* His million dollar high school was free; he sent 
at least a hundred through college at his own *xponre; he educ *od priests for poor 
dioc*sea* Ho fed the poor at his own door until meal tickets became a necessity; 
he kept hundreds going during the depression*

He lov^d Notre Dame* Thirty-seven hoyo from his h%h school '.re hurf' now; many more 
have graduated. He used to ask for every one of + :'-m personally* Hr gav*/ us his 
"purple prayer books" and wan a mainstay of the pcuv.hlvt rack; ho oven ougposted topics 
for ĥo Hellgiouc BulW in* And thoug). nev^r raw a football game, h»< had an apos­
tolic interest in Notre uame's fortune on the griu:ron* Dnc-.urn^m^nt - encouragement 
was h!s wetciword* He, mor*"' than anyone e]^n, encouraged 13otre -varne to dally Communion 
"Ipsa duce1 1 lie did not tire under her guidances h*% wen a r^al Notr^ Damo maul
~V u - The Ta/d^r "of Dick Hash, f23, and John Clark (Carrol L); hay Morrisseyf n broth 
it* Bnchapell*1 s mother*

uT;
Mass, lied*, 7; 15, Dillon, for Joe Mason* s mother (Villagers)


