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Yesg, It's Cowardico,

"Dear Father: Dvidently Joyeo Kilmer attribubtes to mental cowardice the suleide of the
young, poet in the poem that appeored in tho Hulletin lest night. A follow whom I
know guitc intimotely ontertains views on life at least similar to thosu of the un-
fortunate poet, and yet I am not inclined to classify hin as a menbal coward,

"[is 1life has bucn o serics of broken dreams, defeated hopos, anl disappointments.

His Puturec is most dubious = a crisis is approaching in his life ond all indieations
are that its results will be at best an uncortain miserable cxistence with little

hope of betterment, Through it all he has been a fair practicing Catholie, but today
nis attitude is one of hopelessness and almost despair; the fubturc holds nothing for
him, and according to his way of thinking it would be a blessing if now, while he is
in the state of gracs, (ol would take him, -~ Upperclassnan,”

Yes, it's cowardicc, this suicide busincss,  Porhaps your friend isn't a coward; it's
not o legitimate conclusion thet you scom to draw., I he has met all the erises thus
for it's quite likely that he isn't, Ho moy lack patience and longanimity, dut he
can inerease his supply of these by prayor and the Sacraments.

If we pray for deoth in the state of grace, why shouldn't we wish it? To wish it now,
simply to avoid trouble, is lack of potionee and conformity to the will of Coi; to
wish it now, to enjoy the Leatific Vision or to avoid possible futurc sin, is = holy
wish common to the Saints. f

Cournge in the facc of difficulties is a Cift of the Holy Chost, and 1t susplic human
naturs, miserable humen ncture, with the material for the herole, It supplies much
of the inspiration in this world and most of the sweotness. Con you imngine any-
thing more sweot than the face of an old lady who has, throuzh o long life of adver-
sity, kept poing with courage, patiencc, snd conformity to the will of Cod? (Sore
0ld men have such faccs, 100.) ,
There is a virtue ealled detachuent, The Devil snid that Job lacked this virtue,
end Col pormitted him to try the paticneo of that patriarch to the breaking point.
Aftor Job had lost wealth, hone, fanily, ond friends, and had been troubled "with o
grievous uleor" that covercd hin from head to foob, Job still sall, in spite ~f the
advice of his eronics: "The Lord hath given, the Lord hath token away; blessed be

the name of the Lord,"  Job erossod up the Devil, Glessed shall we be if we follow
the example of holy Job end thank fod for the afflictions thet remind us that N
have not hure a lesting olty."

Tf we can nnee got it into onr honds that we arc on this earth for only a little
while, anl thet the less importrmes we attach to the {hings of this world the hasvicr
wo will be, we will have laid the groundvork for}?yﬁéJhﬁﬁpﬁnﬁﬁﬁz:@V“n in this life,
The deprossion hus brought forth some hoaubiful cxamplés of "oHelefty amowy; the une
fortunatc, U'ather O0'Commer, prator of the nugrofpg?n%hiin poukh Lund, tells of a
1ittle eolorued boy who rsked hin to pass up thy @dy'swﬁdﬁﬁawiﬁhfﬁhu logt loaf of
proad and pive it to o white ren in o hut aeriess THO ‘strvots, Mo had broelfass,” the
by said, "anl I know thot ho didnt't cven havo' atly’ supper $@Qﬁ£p&§h§w"
Tus, 1t's cowardies to "trke th. uasy way out" and nssume eternal tyoublus for
tempornl onuse  Thore huve boen fow suicides smony the poor durlng the deprossion,
hut many nmong the onoeerichs  The poor hive learnvd Advtachment by proacticu. Those
who place their happinoss in henlth, woealth, or friends, have lost thelr all vhen
they lose one of theso, Trus Catholics tnke thoir burdens to the Lord, lho nover
foils them,



