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Who Los

s The Falth?

Class 1, They lose the Faith who find it a rebuke to their morals, Humorously,
sometimes, the remark is made: If your education interferes with yowr fun, cut out
your education, Cranted that these words are but the sputterings of a glib tongue,
carried out into amctual living their effect must be tragic. The parallel: If your
Paith interferes with your morals, cut out your Faith. Vould that this were mere
theoryl A faithless rounder sarried in his wallet the clipped item of a priest gone
wrong: sop for his conscience, -- others like himself, Yot so hard on the sentiment
of self-esteem, That kind of rot is rationslizing, not reasoning., It proves
nothing. Patently there have beon bad priestsi Judas, Arius, Luther, Confessionals
are mute evidence that Christ, the founder, saw, sadly, the failures along with the
successed,

0lass B, They lose the Iaith who do uot pray. Association is the stuff of which
friendships are made, "If I knew him I could not hate him,"  Precisely, and if you
knew him, perhaps much pood in him you would find, end even friendship. Friendship
itself without associstion ig likely o ;row very thin, The parallel:  The oppor-
tunities for associstion with Cod are preyer and the Sacraments, Tuke them out of

a human life and Cod csn becoms less than a dim memory. He just doesn't figure in
such a life, Ideals are lost, sin is rationalized, the wish is father to the
thoughts Dogwas as the supreme motives of life, the dynamos which help to translate
ethical ideals into heroic actuslities, pass out of the picture. There is no dew
pendence upon Cod, no humility. It is prayer which exercises these. "pek, and it
shall be given you" (liatte vii, 7). Zut they will not ask, ™atch yor ond pray
that ye enter not into temptetion" (Matt. xxiv, 41),  Dut they will not wateh,  5in
enters. The mind is dsrkened, The taste for the spiritusl grows less, Perhaps
there is a whirl of excitemont, "the saocrament of oblivion", the world's Sacrament of
Penonece, fod becomes like that pal of yesteryear. Hasn't been seen for a long
time, ilot written to, not even a Christmas card, Ilot thought about much. Yes,
Cod has pone out of the ploturel |

Class 3. They lose the Faith who are set-ups for the Agpostic and the Sceptic. Cooky
and naturally keen, they are knocked down by clandestine roading like numberwone pin

on the alley, The parallel: Therc was a youn;, man who hed won hiph scademic distines-
tion. He used to be n Catholic. He was a Cotholie when he finished high schools He
hedn't been to o Catholic high school, At twelve he stopped growing es a Catholie,

He went to manhood every woy but rulipiously. His relipious mentel cquipment was thot
of the twelve-year-old, That kind of equipment was no mateh for the mature agnostic,
the olever sophist, the doubtescattering sccoptic. He did not kmow the common-sense
philosophy of the Schoolmon, the critically examined evidsenco for the rensonsble erod-
ibiiiﬁy of tho F&ith4 He d4id not know that Wh@n-ﬂgnﬁﬁtiﬂiﬁm,(thﬁ pﬁﬁitiﬁﬁ of the
leorned ignoromus), Piebism, Pragmetism (the substitutions of tho huart for the head)
oscupled th: stage in the nineteenth century, the old Church at the Yatican Council hed
to enter the liste to defend the rijhts of reason. He was not impr.sscd by ovidence
that he had not seen, or, if secn, had not carcfully snalyzed. liore roading does not
ruarantee vital assimilation. Ho know the sophismg, ho hed hoard the doubts ralsed.
The toxins of unbelief were in hia system, but the antibodics of o system of Catholic
thinking were not there, It was o ficld day for the toxins. The method of St. Thomas
Aqninas should be that of a youn;, man's reliplous cduention., DTruv, aftur stating with
clearness, startling to the modern, just whabt th. question is, the rontest of the
Sohoolmen poscs the ourrcnt objections, but then he estehlishes his thosis, and, finnl-
1y, in and by the 1i,ht of the osbnblished thosis he discloses the halfetruth and the
hnlf-crror of the fallacy. Our young man had the objectionsy ho did not have the
thiesis, He is o long way off. He hos plenty of chansu to investignbe, Let's hope

he is smart snouph to s2e it.,  Bub snd to say, he was bowled over in -« of all plaocosi
*?,thﬁyﬁaﬁfﬁiﬁfﬁwnliﬁy e thisg MmOyt LrYown overy woy but rﬁligiﬁﬁ&iyg

PRATIRS: Doconsed = rolatives of lro. Paul, CuS.Cs, nnd Prof, Tunney; o frisnd of John
Walloces  Ill « the sister of a priost, Thru spoclal intentions.




