University of llotre Dame
Religious Bulletin
December 15, 1933,

The Empty Christmas Stooking.

So your mother hasn't a chance, eh?

When you came to liotre Dame in September (perhaps it was some other September), your
first group experience was the freshman mission, With the rest of your class you were
called to the church each night by the bell, and there you heard llotre Dame's defin-
ition of Catholic education., You meditated each night on one of the following points:

1. It will profit a man nothing to gain the whole world if he lose his soul;

2, There is only one evil in the world, sinj; it alone can keep you from Cod;

3. The time of death is uncertain; most student deaths here are sudden;

4, If you die in mortal sin you will spend eternity in hell;

5., The Passion and Death of Christ merited for you Cod's mercy, which is ex-
tended to you through the Sacraments;

6. Perseverasnce is a special grace which comes in answer to prayer, and without

this grace your mission is of little avail.

Each morning of that week hundreds of your friends gathered in the church to hear Mass
and receive Holy Communion, begging Cod and Our Dlessed Lady %o make them good lotre
Dame men, Perhaps you did the same; perhaps you received Holy Communion once or
twices Dubt you did not persevers,

The strongest appeal thet has been made to you this fall has been an appeal to be
good for the sake of your mothers, to give them some satisfaction for the great sacri-
fices they have made for you,

How heve you responded? Well, if you are not making the lovena for Christmas, if
you are not taking part in the daily adoration, if you are not making other spiritual
offerings for your mother's spiritusl bouquet, her "Gucharistic Christmas Gift," you
have missed the whole purpose of a Hotre Dame education.

Your mother's Christmas stocking will be empty.

She has a right to expeot a spiritusl return for whot she has done for you. She has
a right to your preyers, your Holy Cormunions and i’asses, your mortifications and as-
pirations, for after Cod she has dono more then anyone else to give you life and koep
you well, lead you on to be e man, o good man,

llogt mothers of Hotre Dame men know that the boys hore are in the habit of showing
this special mark of affcction at Chrisbmas time, and most mothors of Hotre Dame men
appreciate above all the gifts in the world the spiritual offerings of their sons in
their behalf, Will your mother's heart ache on Christmas Day?

You have a few days left., If you begin a Ioveno now and carry it over when you get
home, you still have time for nino Holy Communions before Christmas Day. If you have
in youwr system the clements of deceney, you will not negleet this possibility.

The Third Sundoy.

The Third Sundsoy of theu month carrics with it throe featuros at lotre Dancs 1. The

jonpal isslon colloetion; 2. the Mass of Lxposition ot 8:00 (this will be the only

adoration on that day); 3. The lotre Dame indulgonce, o plenary indulgenoe (applicable

this year only to the Poor Souls) for all who ruceive the Saeramunts and pray for the

intontions of tho Holy Fathor,

PRAYRS: Doconsod =~ the fothor of Sistor Constenco, CuSe.A.3 uncles of John Nouvson

and Emil Ott. I1l « I'nthor Ryon's mothor; Moo A. liller's fathor; John Jouch, '32
(rupturod appendix), Two specinl intontions.




