
TJniver s i t y  of Mot re  Dame Merry Christm as
R elig ious B u lle tin  
December 19, 1933 *

H alf-A ngel and H a lf -P e r i l ,

They say th a t  a Frenchman has to  be e i th e r  an angel o r a d e v il;  the  r e s t  o f us seem 
to  be a queer m ixture of b o th .

T h a t’ s something to  th in k  about when you are  going home fo r  C hristm as, I f  your con­
science  can throw  the  sw itch to  make you one or the  o th e r , go in to  conf erence w ith  i t  
now and p lan  to  give the  angel th e  upper hand w hile  you are  a t home.

Many p a ren ts  who w rote f ish y  l e t t e r s  a u th o riz in g  e a rly  departures fo r  the  ho lidays w i l l  
be saying fe rv e n t p ray ers  fo r  the e a r ly  r e tu rn  of th e i r  sons to  schoo l. P aren ts  who 
connive a t  i r r e g u la r i t i e s  a re  u su a lly  th e  f i r s t  to  su ffe r  from spo iled  c h ild re n .

Some boys manage to  be angels by day during  the  ho lidays and d e v ils  by n ig h t .  They 
s leep  a l l  day.

Some boys a re  angels abroad and d e v ils  a t  home. The s t r a in  of being  good i s  too  
g re a t fo r  them, and they ta k e  i t  out on th e  fo lk s .

Some boys a re  angels a t  home and d e v ils  abroad. Experience has taught them th a t  th e  
purse  s tr in g s  and th e  la te  perm issions depend upon a suave e x te r io r  w hile they  are  
w ith  th e  fo lk s .

Some boys are  angels a t  Notre Dame and d e v ils  a t  home; o thers  a re  d e v ils  a t  Notre Dame 
and angels a t  home. For our own peace of mind, to  be s e l f i s h  about i t ,  wo thank God 
th a t  the  former c la s s  i s  much more numerous than  the  l a t t e r ,  a lthough th e  l a t t e r  g ive 
th e  school a b la c k  eye when th ey  go abroad.

I t ’s a l l  a m atte r of in c o n sis te n cy , and your co lleg e  education should convince you o f 
the wisdom of be ing  c o n s is te n t .  And i f  you a re  convinced, you have tu rn e d  down th e  
g re a te s t  advantages of Notre Dame i f  you have n o t used the  Sacraments and p ray er to  
he lp  you to  bo c o n s is te n t .

a c t simply from  impulse? fJhy no t plan? Hero are  a few suggestions ;

1 , "Be no t as a lio n  in  th y  house, t e r r i f y in g  thorn of thy  household," -  E c c lu s . , iv ,  
g. Give the  fo lk s  a t l e a s t  as much time as you give th e  g i r l ,  an I reg ard  your 

fa th e r  as something more than a paying t o i l e r ,
3 , Bear in  mind th a t  th e  E igh teen th  Amendment i s  revoked, and th a t  i t  i s n ’t  sm art 

anymore to  drink in  p ro te s t  a g a in s t Blue Laws,
4 , C a ll on your p a s to r and one or two of your high school to u c h e rs . You may be

liv in g  in  r  aims fa r  above thorn now, bu t y o u 'l l  come back to  e a r th  some tim e ,
and i t  w i l l  b- wo 11 f o r  you thon  i f  they  arc th->re to  comfort you when th e
bump comes.

5 , Receive the Sacramenta a t  l e a s t  f iv e  tim es: on the two Sundays, on Christm as 
and Now Y ear’s Day, and on th e  day you s t a r t  back fo r schoo l,

6 , Vfash th e  d ishes a tim e or two, j u i t  t o  keep in  p ra c t ic e .

And d o n 't  spend a l l  your tim e ta lk in g  about thu  fo u rth  q u a rte r  of the  Army Game. You 
may have learned  in theory th a t  the game i s n ' t  over t i l l  thu  l a s t  w h is tle  blow s, b u t 
i f  you head the  conversa tion  up th a t  a l le y  too  o fte n , your w h is tle  may blow prem aturely  
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