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Are College Men Responsible?

Many mature men in the world have their doubts# Employers who hire a college man
usually expect to spend some months taming him#

Punctuality, a sober demeanor on the job, dependability in the details of daily work - 
thes e are qu&liti es which do not automatical ly f lovr from is eeking one * is own convenieno e 
but all employer si look for, and har dly expo ct to f ind them in the average college man,

If it is hard to understand why you must rise and retire at fisted hours, why you must 
observe other regulations of the University that tend ko build into you something be* 
as id os mere knowledge, road the fo 11 wing artic le* clipp ed from a bus ines 55 j ournal, and 
entitled **The Rea 1 Value of & Degree":

,!A rather talkative craftsman was doing a bit of repair work in the Ingle- 
nook* As I was paying for the job by the hour I did not encourage hi(5 
vocal efforts, especially as he used his hands as much in gesture as in vhe 
m&nipulati on of hi s too Is . But I pri eked up my ears and shea-red inter est 
when he s aid s * It has been hard to ke ep my boy in c o 11 ego the s e last thr ee 
or four years; but I managed it* Now he is home with his B*A at the age
of twenty-three, and the next problem is, What will be do with it?

111 The other day he said he was going to one of the near-by lakes to swim.
He didnft say which lake or when he was likely to be back* When he didn*t 
show up at dark, his mother began to worry, and this increased as the hours 
went by and he was still missing*. By daylight I was doing; some worrying 
myself* I set out in my car to look for the la i# Late in the day I found 
him at one of the lakes about twenty miles from home* He was mildly sur
prised to learn that we had been much worried about him; admitted that he 
hadn't given the matter a thought, assuming we would know he was all right.
And after considering the long hours of grief and anxiety he had caused his 
mother and myself, just because he didn't think —  for 1 know he would not 
deliberately cause us to worry —  I have been wondering just what practical 
use his B#A# an! all his years at college will be to him, I had the idea 
that the chief purpose of an education was to teach young folks to think, 
to reason and to act as the result of such thinking and reasoning# I am 
beginning to doubt the soundness of that idea,'

" I am disposed to shar e in this man's doubt, but not to lay all the blame for
the young man's remiss ness or lack of consideration on his college years, I 
can see the father's point of view and understand his disappointment over the 
immedi&t e retu m s  from hi s col le ge investment, The flaw in fh e lad' s edu~
<5 ati on may hav e start ed in 11 s home * His parent 23 might not h, ve taught him 
iso be unselfish, to be thou; btful, 10 be cons id orate of o th' rs * Or the l&d 
may be innately thoug ht los a *## wh ich is j u st moth or name for ee If ish —  in 
which case * if he is cur ed at all, it will be mo st likely in the postgraduate 
oourse of "hard knocks" when he begins to fend for hirsoIf and 10 brush up 
against his foil owe, St i II1 I cannot esc ape the co nvic t ion th at when fin in- 
stitut 0 of learning oonf oars a degree som tilling; of do op' r value th an academic 
embel 11 shmuntn should go with it. If the thinking; and reasoning, precedent 
to action, supposed to be taught in our schools and colludes, do not embrace 
those prosaically human things which bring comfort and happiness to others, 
then of what practioal use is & B*A*, or any oth%r university degree? For 
aftor all is said and done, the giving of happiness, unselfish consideration 
for others, is just about the greatest thing that life can bring to any one 
of us, A college degree which does not include this includes nothing of 
practical moment, ecu tributes nothing of real value to life*11


