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Why Be Honest^

I t  may be a fake l e t t e r ,  b a it  in  a promotion scheme, but i t  is  ty p ic a l of the con-
fused mind of American youth on moral problems, so we are  passing i t  on to  you. I t  
i s  a l e t t e r  in  th e  American Magazine for February, said  to  have been w ritten  by a 
high school sen io r, a boy who weighs what he has been to ld  about honesty and wonders 
i f  i t  pays*

Be sets down the reasons fo r being honest as lie had heard them a t home, a t Sunday 
school and in  th e  public school* These Eire: 1, Honesty w ill  get you to  heaven; 2* 
Everybody lik e s , 3* t r u s t s ,  4 . supports fin honest man; 5* A man must be honest to  
s ucceed in  bus ine s s ; (3 * Hone sty  brings se lf- re sp e c t and happlnes s . Against th  es e 
s i  x point as lie give s th e follow ing answers;

1 * He ’ 11 get to  heaven, of course, i f  th e re  is  one *
2. A lo t  of people in  town hate Dad b i t t e r ly  because a few years ago he was

hone s t  enough to  te  11 the ugly t ru th  about a c e r ta in  prominent c i t iz e n  in -  
stead of being a h y p o crite ,

3, I ’ve heard Dad ca lled  an old cheat and s k in f l in t  more times than I can re ­
member, and my eyes have been black about i t  almost as many times*

4# Dad ran fo r county tre a su re r  a few years ago and got snowed under by a s l ic k
l i a r ,

5, Dad’s had h is  nose to  the  grindstone ever since I : can remember, try in g  to  make 
a bare liv in g  fo r h is family# He’s o ld  before h is  time# So is  Mother#
She’s never had fin e  clo thes nor gone places and had a good time* She’s a l ­
ways had to  scrimp and save#

6* Dad has s e lf - re sp e c t, but I ’ve never seen him happy; only worried*

The other side of the p ic tu re , the p en a lties  fo r  being d ishonest, the lad disposes of 
by sim ilar re f le c tio n s  taken from th e  l i f e  of h is  f a th e r ’ s r iv a l ,  who, i f  he is  going 
to  a possib le  h e l l  i s  having a keen time doing i t ;  who is  jo l ly  and w e ll-lik ed , but 
aslippery; who draws p len ty  of t r a d e ; who made himself finane i& lly as a s ta te  isenator; 
who seems &Iways h&ppy and, apparently , not conscience-stricken  in  private*

There ’ s the cas e * Bnles st seme one can so Ive i t  fo r him, th e youngstor has about made 
up his mind to  {go crooked and be happy * What ’ s wrong with the p ic tu r  e?

"Post hoc, p rop ter hoe*" The boy lays h is  f a th e r ’s f a i lu re  to  h is  honesty; a casual 
observer, w ith th e  same data a t  hand, might c onclude th a t  the fa th e r  ’ s lack of a a eons e 
of humor had someth ing to  do w ith  i t  * In  th e  cas o of h i s r iv a  1, the lad can hardly  
c red it to dishonesty the back-8l&pper’s p o p u la rity *

But lie t  th  at pas s * The bo y di sposes of the real* f  undame nt&l motiv e fo r hone sty  w ith
the skeptic ’s negative doubt; he looks fo r h is  roward in  temporal th in g s , vain  and 
not fu lly  sa tis fy in g  in  them seIves. Hot find ing  i t  th e re , lie should conolude to  tho  
necessity  of a heaven and h e l l  in  whic h c omploto ju s t ic e  is  fu I f  i l l #  d *

The re is  the argument * The inbo rn dog ir e for jurtic  o and happ ine s s , found in  every 
man ’ a heart, i  s a phi lo sophioal argument fo r on af t o r - l i f  o in wh i  oh thing s ar e evened 
up* Backed up by rove la t ion, by God * s promi s o of h oavon and throat of h e l l , the o aso 
1" ccmploto * The gap in  the poor boy’ 3 training is  that he ha s not boon shown tho 
pr oof that God m&do tho promi*3os * Apologotics givea th a t, C&tholie educntion 
nho //s you v/hy you should bel ievo# Mor al chao s result as fr  om tho lino of ar can on ing tho 
boy follows out for hiriseIf -  and tho in te l 1 actual authors of much <33* our orime aru 
those "loaders" who destroy fa ith  and preach Humanitarian! m  instead of C hristianity * 
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