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Why Be Homest?

It may be a fake letter, bait in a promotion scheme, but it is typical of the con-
fused mind of Americen youth on moral problems, so we are nsqsing it on to you, It
is a letter in the American Magazine for February, said to have been written by a
high school senior, a boy who weighs what he has been told about honesty and wonders
1f it payse.

He sets down the reasons for being honest as he had heard them at home, at Sunday
school and in the public school, These ares 1, Honesty will get you to heaven; 2,
Yveryhody likes, 3, trusts, 4. supports an honest man; 5, A man must be honest to
succeed in businessy 6, Honesty brings self-respect and happiness. Against these
six points he gives the following answers:

le He'll get to heaven, of course, if there is one.

2. A lot 0“ people in town hate Dad bitterly because a few ycars ago he was
honest snough to tell the ugly truth about a certain prominent citizen ine
stead of heing a hypocrite,

3. I've heard Dad called an old cheat and skinflint more times than I can ree
member, and my eyes have been black about it almost as many times,

4, Dad ran for county treasurer a few years age and got snowed under by a slick
liar,

5. Dad's had his nose to the grindstone ever since I, 6 can remember, trying to make
8 bare living for his family, He's old before his time, So is Mother,
She's never had fine clothes nor gone places and had a good time, She's al=
ways had to scrimp and save,

6. Dad has self-respect, but I've never seen him happy; only worried.

The other side of the pieture, the penslties for being dishonest, the lad disposes of
by similar reflections teken from the lif'e of his father's rmval, who, if he 1s going
to a possible hell is having a keen time doing it; who is jolly and wellw-liked, but
slipperys who draws plenty of trade; who made himself financially as a state senator;
who seems always happy and, apparently, not conscience-stricken in private,

There's the case, TUnless someone can solve it for him, the youngster has about made
up his mind to go crooked and be happy. TVhat's wrong with the picturse?

"Post hoc, propter hoe," The boy lays his father's failure to his honestys; a casual
observer, with the same date at hand, might conclude that *the father's lack of a sense
of humor had something to do with it, In the case of his rival, the lad can hardly
credit to dishonesty the back-slapper's popularity.

Bu* let that pass. The boy disposes of the real, fundemental motive for honesty with
the skeptic! s negative doubt; he looks for his reward in temporal things, vain and
rnot fully satisfying in +hmmv@lvos. Hot finding it thoere, he should ceonclude to the
necsssity of 4 heaven and hell in which complets justice is fulfilled,

There is the argument. The inborn desire for jurtice and kappiness, found in every
man's heart, is a philosophical argument for an wfter-life in which things are cvened
up. Backed up by revelation, by God's promise of heaven and threat of hell, the ocase
e completes The gap in tho poor bhoy's training 1s that he hus not bren shown the
proof that God made these promises,  Apologoties gives thet, Catholic edusntion

shovis you why you should helieves Moral chaos resulls from the line of romasoning the
hoy follows out for hinself ~ nnd the intellectual nuthors of much of our erime are
those "londers" who destroy feith and preoch Humaniterienism instead of Christisnity.
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