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Personal Sanctification and Catholic Leadership*

Herein we take issue with an alumnus#

Asked in the questionnaire a year* ago to suggest what Rotre Dame could do better to
fit its graduates for their place in life, this alumnus said; 11 Hot re Dame provides 
little opportunity for developing leadership# Personal sanctification is beautiful, 
and certainly necessary, but it won*t convert a careless world*11

Perhaps it is because so many people have such ideas about personal sanctification 
that the que stion a bo ut s&ncti ty and the dull pers ona lity was asked in th e pres ent 
survey of students $

Our Lord proclaimed the power of good example when He said, in the Sermon on the 
Mount: " So let your lifdit sh ine before men that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father Who is in heaven#11 The pagans said of the early disciples;
’’See these Christians, how they love one another,,11 The silent preaching done by 
good example has done more than anything else to break dovm prejudice*

On the other hand, how many non~Catholics are there like Candhi, who are turned away 
from Christianity’s beautiful principles by the ugly practices of bad Christians, If 
we want to bring the matter right to our own door on the carpus we may observe that 
of a 11 the i"easons given by non-Catholio students for not becoming Catholic s the one 
most frequently heard is that the bad example of individual Catholics deters them#

Personal sanctification is all-important to the missionary, cleric or layman# It is 
all right in theory to make the distinction between the preacher and his doctrine, 
but Ip practice a great many people will not make it - most people nowadays do not* 
The man who wants to retain his free-and-easy self-made moral system is especially 
lad of an opportunity to call us hypocrites if ho can find an excuse for doing so#6

Our alumnus is probably led astray because ho has not had occasion to observe much 
work of conversion that can be attributed to personal sanctification, He has probâ  
bly failed to note that there isn’t much personal sanctification centered in any 
large group in this country# It hasn’t really had a chance to show%

We have had this interesting experience with it at llotre Dame, More non-Crtholic 
stu lents come into the Catholic Church after leaving Hotre Jane than do here * Thi8 
may be due in part to opposition at home, or to a defense attitude set up by the 
stud ent himse If . However, 1 nv ostl f at! on of indivi d-lal c as es of alumni convert s has 
<3 onvinc ed u s that an other important caus e la at work* It is this;

Many non-Catholi c stu dent s (not a 31) on c oming to Hot re Dame find th omso Ivo s in the 
mo st congenial moral atnosphor o they have ever lenovm# The provalence of c ertoin 
fundamental virtues is recognized - and welcomed# The sound moral tone of thf vast 
majority is usually attributod to the Catholie ru 1 igion# As tine {;oe s on, h OW' ver, 
much of th is 123 taken for gr ant ud, and le ss thou^t is giv on 10 the und or lying 0 aus o 
of vAiat is now a 0ommonplaco* bhon thoy go out into the worId, however, thcy find 
harsh selfishness and decayed morals all too prevalent # fra dually there comes back 
t o th on, and in sof ter t me s now, a reo ol 1 action of gunoro si ty, h one sty, 0 hast ity,
& m If-denial, sobr ioty, as they saw thos o vi rtuo s lived at IIoiTo Dame * A now int crest 
in 0atholic ity 0 omes *

Hot ovury man is born to lead# But for those who have within them tho qualities of 
1,' ad era hip, the boat train in;: for sp iri tual v/ork i s pcrs ona 1 sanct if ic at ion *
WXYkKS* Docjascd - three frionds of stud into* 111 » John 1.1 ley’s nether; an aunt 
of Clean For tor; D, 1,. Dohony * One thanksgiving and three sp uo ial intont i m  s *


