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Personsl Senptification and Catholic lLeadorship.

Herein we take issue writh an alumus,

Asked in the questionnaire a year ago to suggest what llotre Dame could do better to
fit its graduates for their place in life, this alumnus said: "Totre Dame provides
little opportunity for developing leadership, Personal sanctification is beautiful,
and certainly necessary, but it won't convert a careless world."

Perhaps it is because so many people have such ideas about personal sanetification
that the question about sanctity and the dull personality was askcd in the present
survey of students.,

Our lLord proclaimed the power of good example when He said, in the Sermon on the
liount: "So let your lizht shine before men that they may see your good works and
glorify your Pather Who is in heaven," The pagans said of the early disciples:
"See these Chrisbisns, how they love one another." The silent preaching done by
good example has done more then enything else to break dovm prejudice,

On the other hand, how many non-Catholics are there like Candhi, who are turned away
from Christianity's beautiful prineiples by the ugly practices of bad Christians., If
we want to bring the matter right to our own door on the campus we may observe thnt
of &1l the ressons given by non-Catholic students for not becoming Catholics the one
most frequently heard is that the bad exarple of individual Catholics deters them,

Personal sanctification is all-important to the missionary, clerile or layman, It is
all right in theory to make the distinetion between the preacher and his doctrine,
but in practice a great many people will nobt make it - most people nowadays do not.
The man who wants to retain his free-and-easy self-made moral system is especially
#lad of en opportumity to call us hypocrites if he can find an excuse for doing so.

Our alumnus is probably led astray because ho has not had occasion to observe much
work of conversion thet can be attributed to personal sanctifieation. He has proba-
bly failed to note that there isn't much personal senetification centered in eny
large froup in this country. It hasn't really hnd a chance to show,

e have had this interesting experience with it at Ilotre Dame, l!More non~Crtholic
stulents come into the Catholie Church after leaving lotre Dame than do here. This
may he due in part to opposition et home, or to a defense attitude sebt up by the
student himself. Howaver, imvestirntion of individnal cases of alumnl converts has
convinesd us that snother important cause is ot work, It is this:

Iany non<Cotholic students (not all) on coming %o llotre Dame find themsolves in the
most congenial moral atmosphere they huve ever lmovm,.,  The provalence of certain
fundamental virtues is recognized - and welcomed. The sound moral tonec of the vast
mejority is usually attributod to she Catholie religion. As time poes on, however,
mich of this is taken for granted, and less thought is given to the underlyins cause
af vhet is now a commonplace,  Vhen they po out imbo the world, howover, they find
harsh selfishness and decoyoed worsls all tono prevalont, Crodonlly there comes hael
ko thon, and in sofber tones now, a recollection of punerosity, bhoncsty, chastity,
solf'-denial, sobrichty, as theay saw thoesc virtues lived at Hotre Dume, A new intorest
in tirtholieity comes,

I'mt overy man is born to lead, But for those vho have within then the qualitics of
lendership, the best training: for spiritual work is pergonal sanctifioation,
PRAYERST Doonasod = thrue Prionds of students, I11 - John Liloy!'s mother; an aunt
of Clonn Porter; L, L. Doheny., Ono thankspiving end three spuelal intentimas,



