
University of Notre Dame 
Religious Bulletin 
liar oh 36, 1934

"Bril Do To Him Vfho Evil Thinketh."

An under-the-counter hook by one of the star Impuritana recently received a moral 
bill of health* The judge thought it an emetic* The average man* in his better 
moment9, thinks it* not inpecao, but dynamite* Its author is capable of brilliant
sat ire, exquis it e beautv, and damnable dirt *
It is hard to figure out the sourc e of the saying, To the pure al 1 tbings are pure,
Is it jaded vice? Insincerity? Is it the Determinism and Irrationalism that grow
out of the slime of Freud, the viciousness that says to self, Go on, get rid of your 
inhibit ions and repress ions? Or could it be just ignoranc e ?
It seems that saying, To the pure all things are pure, is entirely like saying, To 
the healthy all things are wholesome, including rat poison*
The run of bad books betrays a public -- jaded, or prurient, or releasing its inhi-
bit ions, or what? —  which c onfounds art with photography, liter atur e and 1 ife with
debauch, decent reticences with prudery, self-mastery with futility, the psychology 
of the reader with effete rakishness, malarial swamps with wholesome atmosphere, and 
dynamite with non-explosives*

There is all the difference in the world between Sit;* ifatm, Chapter Eighth, whicb
starts off with an adultery, and the sensual, serpentine stuff that ooses out of the 
print of bad books *

It is not to the point to stress the literary values —  and they are often great —  
of some bad books» They may be ninety-five percent palatable, but poison in the 
oup has spoiled banquets *s

Purity is not like cold, rugged granite, proof against all assault. It is a matter 
of prudenc e, defer so s, discipline. And there is not much di sciplined living without
the discipline of the Imagination.

Sow a thought, map an action;
Sow an action, reap a habit;

Sow a habit, reap a character;
Sow a character, reap a destiny.

If thy right eyo scanlali&o thuo 
pluck it out 

and cast it from thee, 
for it is expedient for theo 
that one of thy members should perish 

rather than 
that thy whole body go to Hoi1*

Unti 1 to the healthy al 1 things are wholesome, tnclading rat poison, so lorq; the bad 
book is the "eye* to be plucked out, the "hand" to bo out off* Strong language, but 
it * s from th gr« -ntust mormon in hirtory by Him who darod, '.nd * aring spoko the truth

Judg e Victor Dowl ing, LI,, D «, ' 17; th ) f r of Tad Huebsch, ex - 
' 31; the mother of Don Basley, ' 20, of the aceountInf, cff i 0j; .'ra * Semmes, of Memphia 
godmother of Brother Dutton of holokai; an aunt of Jack Purdy* the father of Hill 
Bruno; three friends of students* 111 * Robert Fox (ctrcptocoooi Ini'motion); John 
uT„ l.lurphy, ex-*31 (eye infection); the mother of Harold, *31, and Ceorge Gtelzer, 
,x-f36; a friend of Andrew Lel'ahon; a friend of another student. Two special ints* 
.6AS tuesfiay w Broizinon IWorial Chapel; 6;15, Bruce Graham (Chemistry Club);

C135, Brunof8 father*


