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On lipp ing  the F a t.

In the current Ave M aria, Father C arro ll has some pointed observations on the Catho*» 
l i e  custom of salu ting  th e  clergy*

" * .* , ,  n Tipping the h a t ," i t  is  c a l le d  in  t r a d i t io n a l  speech. I t  is  the sa lu ta tio n  
of C a t h o l i c  men and hoys to a p r i e s t  of th e i r  Faith* I t  is  not given to  recognize 
renown, place, in te l l ig e n c e ,  accomplishments, beauty or scholarship* I t  ic bestowed 
on a p r ie s t  because he is  a p r i e s t • He may be as unrecognized as a rip,.«le on the  
r iv e r ,  as homely as any Buddha ever fashioned out of stone - but he i s  a p riest*  Lay­
men, and th e i r  grown sons and t h e i r  sn a il boys, l i f t  or t ip  or touch the hat when they 
meet him* Or, anyhow, they us eel to  * That i s , th  ey us ed 'bo in  I r  e land, ilia the 
United S ta te s , in  England, and in  many of her possessions. When one is  not what 
Tennyson calias ei "travo Hod man'* one may not comp a %s tho earth  in  & general!%a t io n .

11 Is  the act of greeting s t i l l  observed in  our country? Yes and no, depending on 
lo c a l i t i e s ,  t r a in in g , people, p r i e s t s .  In c i t i e s  whore there  is  much ado n>-out Anglo 
Saxon c iv i l iz a t io n ,  h a ts  stay on; where crosses aro numerous "above buildings, ha ts  are 
ra ised  or tipped* I f  th e re  be exceptions, put not the whole burden of reproof on 
laymen* P rie s ts  w i l l  have to assume a share of it*  They go by unansw ring -  fo r ­
g e tting  or neglecting* They may say they do not ’want to  be bothered1; i t  i s  ’too 
much tro u b le . 1 They are hardly ju s t i f i e d  in  seying that* Ind iv idually , the custom 
nay suggest to  some "sa lu ta tio n s  in  the- market p lace ."  I t  i s  not* The symbol is  
expressed as a voluntary r e t  of respect* The d is l ik u  of th is  or th a t  p r ie s t  fo r  the 
sa lu te  of tipp ing  the hat should no t cause him to discourage the  custom* I t  is  
ancien t, s ig n if ic a n t ,  b e a u tifu l5 the  v is ib le  sign of lovo and loyalty*

"There are Catholic laymen in  business, p rofessions, colleges who In s is t  the custom 
i s  undemocratic* Free speech, f r e e  p ress , free  hats - end so on* Yot those same 
frco -ha t men w i l l  l i f t  the hat to  a lady acquaintance and smile, displaying a l l  th e i r  
gold front tooth* And th a t  is  ’ch iv a lry * 1 Yicll, Is  there  not a divine chivalry  
when a renowned head s p e c ia l i s t ,  a resounding tium of to r t s  and r e to r t s ,  1. bank p re s i­
dent whose eye piurcos a borrower to  h is  so u l’s depths, - is  there  not a divine ch iva l­
ry  when ho l i f t s  h is  hat to a young, small cura te , ju s t  or hninvl, so timid ho asks hie
pasto r i f  he may mark w ith ashes a c h i l i  not quite w ith in  the use of reason? The 
sa lu te  is  n recognition  of a s ta te ,  not a servitude to  a nan. So i f  a college stuien- 
moot a c le r ic a l  p re fec t tha t has flayed him with d isc ip lin e , he should l i f t  h is  hat 
and say to  his s p i r i t ,  ’Jhmember, I  l i f t  th is  h a t, not to  a p re fec t, but to  a p r ie s t* ’
Ho w il l  do h is duty thus, and yo t m inister to  h is  sense of outrage* lb*. r  of or v , Cotho-

■* *r ** St.* ^

l i e  men emd boys: Tight th e  good f ig h t ,  keep the F a ith , l i f t  the h a t."

F irs t  Friday*

Don * t  break your ser ies of nine Fr i  -ays * Make up your 19loop some oth or time * By 
e looks of the breakr&at room thin  zmming there must have been % 0 0 1 many outs at 

the early morning c la s se s* ( I t  happens ever?/ yfa%~* of ccurse, tha k mm who &i 0 out 
to  the lim it cone back and follow  th^lr practice of sloop;ng over * an I ]oso, by that 
indiscretion, or edit for a aemoeter.)

Si; 3% The Adarati on 1,1 s t s  *

The Fir at Friday A lor a t i  or, a privilege on joy throughout tho ya& r , by virtue of a
ft one 68 s ion granted by th e Mo st  Rev* rond Bi 2%}' op of Fort Tfayne, requires of us that wo 
t n&rnntco the con at ant pr nseno& of adoror0 * Sign 1%ho lia to  to  l ist!"0 (3uro of th is  * 
FiAYNtui Decoasccl -  a fri*aid of Lore 0 G ch iralli; Trank ' hi] sh (tomorrow is  tho 10th 
arnlv Tsary of his loath) * IT 11 ~ Harry Lookott ’ a not! or (to undergo & at* rious 
operation) % tho mother of S ister !)oLollls; an uncle of Herman Duke* Two specia l in to


