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Tho Ohnsm,

A wide chasm separates Cotholic from seeular cvducation, Certain similarities hold
between the two, but thoere are far more important differences,

The purpose of Cathnlic education is to save souls by imperding Catholic culture, - a
consigtent attitude towards life as a whole. Secular cdveation docs not, cannot, in
this sonse, impart o eulture, becausc, posscssing no unifisd view of 1life, it has no
culbture to impart,

Secular education, for this ronson, of nocessity, splits up the oducational process:
physics is divorced from metaphysicsi philosophy from scicnce, education from ree
ligion, religion from morality, And, guite naturally and logieally, the mrderhn
product of scoular cducation splits up his own life into compartmeonts: his business
or profossional or politiesl activitics and sins con be considered quitc apart from
his erevd, His social "affairs" do not nocessarily debract from his character cs
church=goer and paront, |

(n the eontrary, o distinetive note of Cntholie culture is unity, »mity derived from
the Chureh, from cormon acceptance of God the crector, of God the ond, of » amngla
sct of doctrines and mondates designed as memns to conduet man to his onde To
violatior of faith or maral& can bo tﬁlarﬁt@d in any brannh of humnn activitys

Catholie ~ulbure, too, ploces amphasxs on the noxt life, rather than on this, « tho
great human mistake is to strive to win ﬁhls ‘world while sacrmfagmmg cbuornal hﬁpplﬁbﬁ$
in the next. | v

Secular education attempts, chiefly, to proparc man to spend this life happily. Docs
marrioge irk the poarties? Then hove & divorecs, Do children ocwt in on comPords an&
plans? Thon artificially regulate the number of childron. The divine or metural
law doosn' enter into the ressoning.

Seculor cducation develops & wan's notural virtues snd facultics, ains at inenleating
socianl respectability, and stops there, Catholie education dovelops the natural
chief'ly as a foundation for the supornetural, = for a life of grace, hegot and conw
tinued by rcception of the sacramenmbs, by orayer, and other devobional prietises.
Cntholic eodueation does not nltogether ignore the natural: it, ton, attompts to train
the polished gentleman, the competent professor cnd doetor amd sciontist and engineer
ond business mon, but it points always to the secondary funetion of any of the orts
and scienccgs The are courscs for o strong and noble stremm of 1life which carrics
man to the City of God,

Tho welfaro of the individucl soul is dircetly the cancorn of Catholie cduection,
Socicty will be right if the individunl is right., Thet's the Cetholie theury, Frith-
fulncss o the prineiplos of Christ in nctunl living, = this is the eritoriom of sue-
GOS8

Sceular cducation, endeavoring, it is truu, to perfeet the individuael in a tonporal
sense, neverthoeloss dong so to digehnrge its duty to society, whick supports it.
Fitness for socicty, with its varying stonidards, is final srbitor of succucs,

The student, misconcelving the function of {rthelic cduention, may wonder why the
gsosular university is not the Catholie idenls,  Those briofly-traced, rodical differ=-
enous hetwoen the two gystoms should indieate to him the renson, The nequisition of
learning is but o part, and not the most importent part, of the Catholle oducntive
prosess, Eduontion in the full sons is not ocomplete until o 1lifu, the Crtholie life,
1s sotunlly ndoptoed and proctisod,




