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Capitalism and The Church.

Does the Church defend the capitalistic system with all its abuses? /

Liberal capitalism, as an economic system, is hardly less savage and unchristian than
socialism, Socialists deny Cod's existence, So, for all practical purposes, do
gross capitalists, If many of them theoretically admit Cod (often to protect their
own interests) just ams meny actually live and operate like Disney's pinkened pigs.

Socialits drag to an animal basis the human personality. Extreme capitalists have
done it practically every chance they've had., Socialists say men must work because
they are children of blind, ruthless, economic laws - economic determinism ~ Codless,
hopeless, '

Extreme capitalism says, get what you can and defend what you get by sharp practice,
by machine guns 1f necessary; use your strong influence to see laws passed that pro=-
tect your ovm wealth regardless of injustices done to the masses, .= Codless and hope=
less too.

Both extreme capitalism and socinlism moke a mockery of Christ ond His teechings.
Why should the Church defend either? A systen founded upon the rights ond ohlie
gpations of private property, wherein the eminent dignity and divine destiny of the
humen personality are recognized, wherein Christisn cherity and justice are sccepted
as inviolabe principles of anction » such o systom hos nover existed.

When it doos oxist = call it what you will =~ the Church will probably dofend it,
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Sevoral have asked, Preaisely whnt is tha Churchts snttitude on the morality of sterile
ization? To snawer, twe qu-stions are to be distinguishod: a) the sterilization by
the state of the physically unfit, snd of mental defeetives, and b) the sterilizatiom
of ﬁallnquwnts as punishment for committed crimes, or as protoeetion agninst future
crimes,

Sterilization by the state of physically unfit and of rentol defectives, oveon when it
is ceortoin thet the maledy will be transmitted to offspring, is, without rescervation,
ungualifiedly condemmned by the Popels Lneyelical, Crsti Cormublii, The state hos no
dirvet power over the bodies of its subjcets; the stote has but an indircet power to
use those bodies to punish subjeets for their of fonscs,

When a non has committed no offonse his sacred cnd prior rights over his ovm body are
not to he violated by the stote simply bocaunse one of his legs is shortur thon the
othtr, or beeruse he hag o rolatively low I-G,  lien with weck bodics, yes cven montal
dofeetives, may people Henven with saints more perfeetly than peneorations of supposod-
ly super-men, Sone peoplo will find it hard fo understend the inportsnce of this
ronson

Ropnrding sterilization ns o punishment or prevontive of erire, the Church is nons
committul, necording to Fath r Vernccersch's Catechisn on the Uneyrlienl Casti Conmubli,
Yhen the text of the oneyelieal was first published in Letin it secmed elenrly to cone
dorm cven the sterilization of orininuls. Lator corrections of the toxt wero pube
lished offielially in Rom: expressing the suthoritativ: nonecommitbnl stend of the
Ghurah.
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