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Morel Prinsiples in logal Practise »l.

A reader of the Bulletin asks certain questions on the moral aspects of legal practice,
These will be taken up in a series of Bulletins. The first question follows:

What constitutes bribery? IS a pﬁblic official always guilty if he accepts bribes?
Is the giver of bribes guilty?

Bribery cen be defined as "the payment or the promise of money or other luecrative con-
sideretions to induce snother, who is already under obligation to act independently
of such emolument, to do as the briber prescribes,”

Public officials always seem to be guilty if they accept bribes, because, having ac-

cepted their positions under the express or tacit condition that they would use their
influence for public benefit, not merely for private gain, they violate, by taking a

bribe, the pledge they made on assumption of office; and this violation usually does

serious herm to the community, and, therefore, constitutes serious sin.

The men, for example, who buys an efflae or a contract generally tries to reimburse
himself at public expense.

Public affislals - judges, jurymen, arbitrators, referces, etc., - who accept bribes
render themselves incapable of unbiased ju&gm@nt and fail in thﬁ execttion of duty
“and violate thelr saerced trust,

Even when a judue rcnders, in spite of tho bribe, a sentence that is just, he is
bound to restore the bribe to him who gave it; for the judge is bound, independently
of the bribe, to render just judgmont and therefore has no title or ground upon which
he can take payment for something he must do without private payment.

If he renders an unjust sentonce, as a result of the bribe, he will sin against
justice and must, of course, repair any wrong done to an injurocd party.

Hevortheless, the judge who rendors an unjust scntonce in behalf of a briber reelly
gives something - which he had no right to give = but something that was worth the
moncy to him who poid the bribe, For this rcason, some moralists refuse to impose
on such o judge the obligation of restoring the bribe.

The foregoing principles hold also for other public officinls,

The giver of bribes is guilty inasmuch as ho cooperates (or attumpts to cooperate) in
another's erime « in feet, he tempts him to sin,

Quostions From the Questionnalre.

69, Why is it nccessary to be back on the compus at midnight? Do the boggie~men como
ouwt ot that hour only?

Ans. It's to givo your fair listencors o chaneo to rest theuir rosy carlets, Come to
think of it, an cleveneotelock closing rule would give thum o bebter chenco,

70, Whrt roeligious prectice is most usoful to mon of the world?
Ang. Buttoer see what the roligilous survey of the alurmi has to say obout thate It
Lives the experience of mon of the world,

7le Toll how to ovorenme laxity in religion whon leaving Hotre Dame,

,Anai Thnt question hns boen protby well covered alroady, but it hag boon our obsore
vatton, oonfirmod by two religious survoys, that the men who gobt most out of their
reiigion in onllegu got most out of it in lotor lifo,



