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Your Last Chance To Reject Grace,

There was an acciden t yesterday morning » one of those reminders we seem to  need from 
time to  tim e th a t  death is  no resp ec te r of youth. By the grace of God 5t did not 
end f a t a l l y ,  and the  physician’ s report seems to  in d ica te  th a t the  two students most 
se rio u sly  in ju re d  w i l l  have a good recovery .

Such events show th e  wisdom of Hotro Dame’ s p lan , When you are to ld  on your entrance 
to  th is  school th a t  our f i r s t  p rin c ip le  of education i s  th a t  i t  w il l  p ro f i t  you 
nothing to  gain  the whole world i f  you su ffe r  the lo ss  of your soul, a g reat many of 
you heod th i s  warning fo r  a week and no more, Wien th e  mission is  over so a re  a 
g roat many good re so lu tio n s .

How many o f you have been f a i th fu l  to  d a ily  Communion through the  year -  throughout 
your four years hero? A goodly number, i t  is  t ru e , but how many of you th e re  are 
who, lik e  the grain  th a t  f o i l  by the wayside, believe fo r a time and then f a l l  away, 
d is tra c te d  by tho s i l l y  a ttra c tio n s  of the world!

The re sp o n s ib ili ty  of the Hotro Dome man i s  something te r r ify in g , i f  you stop  to  ana­
lyze i t ,  Nowhere in  tho world, probably, have secu lar students to  pursue d iv e rs if ie d  
sub jects w ith  so mu oh opportunity fo r  an in tense  re lig io u s l i f e .  I t  is  no t only op­
p o rtu n ity  you havo -  tho environment, tho  example of fo ilow -studonta, elim inates the 
elemont of human re sp e c t th a t  so often  in te rfe re s  with pious p rac tices  among boys.

But every grace o ffo rod  c a rr ie s  w ith  i t  a re sp o n s ib ili ty . I f  you accept i t ,  you get 
more g race , you grow in  h o lin e ss . I f  you re je c t  i t ,  you are not only g u ilty  of in ­
f id e l i ty  to  g race , bu t you lay yoursoIf vti.de open to  the tem ptations you are  sure to  
meet, here and elsewhere. Ho one can be worse than a bad C atholic — a f a l le n  angel 
who has stood w ith in  the p o rta ls  of heaven,

I f  America is  not e n tire ly  C atho lic , i t  i s  because of the  bad example of C atholics who 
should know b e t te r .  Hon-Catholios, c.t le a s t  those of some enlightenment, make allow­
ance fo r  th e  lack of opportunity on tho p a r t of those C atholics who arc i l l - in s t r u c te c .  
who haven’t  had a chance. But when a non-C a t  ho l ie  l is te n s  to  tho f  iltiiy  ta lk  of a 
Catholic co lleg e  man, or considers h is  e v il l i f c j  when a non-Catholic finds a graduate 
of a C atholic co lleg e  a crooked business man or a g rafting  p o litic ia n ?  when he sees 
the w e ll-ad v e rtised  Catholic p rin c ip le s  of so c ia l ju s t ic e ,  of m arita l f id e l i ty ,  of 
sob rie ty  and c h a s ti ty  v io la ted , his impulse to  study Catholic t r u th  fu rth e r receives
a shook.

This week may o ffe r  the la s t  chance fo r you to re je c t  the graco of daily  Communion.
I t  may bo th a t  never again w i l l  you bo so s itu a ted  th a t  you can begin th> day with 
God and few of you w ill again have a chance for d a ily  adoration  of the Blessed Sac­
rament, I t  may be th a t  th is  i s  th e  l a s t  choice fo r  most of you to spend every^day 
as a p e rfe c t p repara tion  for the death th a t  may come a t any moment. Reject th is  
grace i f  you w i l l ,  bu t remember th a t you do so w ith your .yes open.

E aster Duty.

Don’t  fo rg o t to  say a few ex tra  prayers th i s  week for care less C atholics who arc in  
danger of missing th e i r  E aster Duty th is  y ear. Next Sunday is  T rin ity  Sunday -  th e  
l a s t  day, Nino ou t of to n  people who m iss, do so because thay  have nn unaccountable
foar nf confession*
PRAYERSs D e c e a s e d  -  C yril Curran, ’12$ the fa ther of Tom P lo u ff, ’23$ a f r ie n d  n f  a  
studen t. 111 -  Hike Fox’ s mother (opera tion ); Brother Is id o re , C,fi»C,$ Father hoover 
0 . C i s t ,$ the seven ch ild ren  of a cousin of Father O’Hara, C,S»C,$ the fa th e r  of 
Father Vincent Hoonoy, C .S.C .j Coulter Gibson's fa th er*  Throe thanksgivings and two
sp e c ia l In te n tio n s ,


