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A Father's Idea of the §E§r1t of Potre %ame.

The unbalancad football enthusiast judges the rise and fall of Notre Dame spirit by
the light of the bonfire, by the sound of the drums, and the volume of cheers at the

games, These all have their places, but they do not reach the inner, lasting,
characteristic spirit of Notre Dame,

Notre Dame men who have lived near the chapels ani dome end grotto feel that the sige
nigicant, sacred side of Notre Dame is lost to most of the world outside,

The father of Bill Mitchell, a Notre Dame student killed in sn auto accident nearly
oight years ago, now attompbs to pubt into words his impressions of Notrs Dame, gained
ot the time of the death of his son,.

"The 'Spirit of Notre Dame! as exemplified by the team on the football field,
by Knute Rockne, and his predecoessors, and finally by a moving picture of that
neme, is," writes Mr, Mitehell, "aboub all that students of other colleges (nanu
secharian) know ebout the school, But I knaw'the real 'Spirit of Noitre Dame
"hen my son was injured (he was a junior than} snd his 1ife was dcspalred of ,
5000 men of Notre Dome prayed almost unceasingly for his racovery, Countless
Commmnions were offered up daily, oven though at great sacrifice because so many
students lived off campus and had to get up before 8 a.m. to make the offerings,

"Then, and ever aince, the students and priests of Notrs Dame have continued to
remerber him in their frequent Communions and st the Masses, and, although the
tragedy occurred more than scven years ajo, I Imow that Communions and Messes
are still being offered up for him, If it were not for *he intense religious
fervor instilled in the students by the faeulty, indifference might have pre-
vailed and all of these wonderful sacrifices would not huwve been nade,

"If Bill had died at another school, at one of our casturn universities, well,
his mortal remains would have been shipped to his parents und the record would
show that o student had diedeenothing more, Cormpaore thoat with the beautiful
spirit shown by Nebre Dame ns a whole, at a time when our only boy and his
parunts noedxd the grace of God so muche Certainly the rsal 'Spirit of Notre
Dams? is that which actuated the classmen to give to us thet halp et e timo
whan it was nncded most,

"The world knows the illustrious rocord of the team, the glorious triumphs of
ﬁ?&r~b310“bd Knute, and we rojolee hocouse of this record; bt the world does
% know the real 'Spirit of Notre Damc! vhich, being bueed on thy Cntholic
Churah,‘will lost forever, 1 hope tho students will be ovon fore desut then
brfores If they are, they will atlnin their reward, both here and horeaftoer,®

Tt is the closz, gonuine brothorhood bLorn at Massss and Holy Cormunlons, and in prayer,
thot binds Notrs Dame men inte indissolubls unity, Footbell mm arc stronger tnd
braver when they knoel amidst their own student boly ot Dass and Holy Garnmnian bhe
morning of the gamee The student who has sicknuss or misfortunc at hor s finds kis
firs* consolntion ard hulp in the boys who go daily to the Cemranmien reils, Mothers

nnd fathers, liks Mr, Mibehell, who sce Notre Danmeg st prayer, really lmow Notro Dames
This Ls the spirit, the fire of falth nnd charity, thet Notro Dame mom of overy
puncration mast b nll seerifico keop burning bright in thelr hearts, T it over
rmau,,gll that 1s sacred st Notre Dume will go with Lt
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