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Religious Freedorw-IT,

"I don't need any argument for religiom., It satisfies me,"

It ought to, if it is true, but it is nob true because it satisfies you. Your object-
ion smacks of Pragmatisme-s religion, a proposition, is true because it "works",
Someone has observed that Pragmatism substitubtes the heart for ths head, and, more
poignantly, that it makes the head play shyster to the heart, The engineering of
Brooklyn bridge is not true because the bridge sustains its load, The bridge sustains
its load because the enginsering of Roebling was in the first place true,

It 1s all very comforting to experience the psyahological relief that comes from the
sonfession of sins, The Sacrament of Penance is one great safety-valve, But it is
the comfort of delusion unless the priest really has power of forgiving sinse.

For all the subjectivism of Kant and the agnosticism of Spencer, the mind is still,

as Woodrow Wilson once remarked, by nature, King. That which is founded on comfort
and satisfaction is founded on something very flimsy and transitory and shiftinge To
meet the requirements of human naturs one has to moet a thing on rational grounds,

The well-grounded convictions that & man hes stick with him, FEmotional likes and dis-
likes morely come and go.

ITT,

"Religion 1s a matter of personal choiced"

The objection suggests that where roligion is concerned, opinion is the only thing
possible.  And opinion is a tenbative, roserved, asssent, with fear that the opposite
may be truce The objection envisages religious truth, not as truth at all, hut as a
dim, uncortain, fliekering light,

But supposc that the divine Christ did meke o ruvelation, capable of investigation,
and, whrn understood, of sstablishing certeinty, Then religion is not a dim, unsatis-
factory light, but it is the clear, h?amdy flood=light of Gode Then religion is not
spinion but thh certainty of God, HNot only is such a revelation the highest ornament
of the human mind, »ut what sane man will c¢laim the right to choosu or not to choose
to say (once the facts arc knowm): "Cod Almighty, I don't believe you,"

Ve

"T'm nob g@ing to bring up my child in eny fiths I have no right to prujudicee his
minde Whoen he is old cnourh, let him choose for himsclf !

This is gobtting to boe an old one, so old it ovught to be senile. It roally implies
Tl rww%wli%y, or lack of mentallity, whieh is bobind the three previouslvenotod
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IT Armostieiem is true (Which it is rot), agrecds If Prapmatisn is the fust of truth
(w%iﬂh 5 ois not), aprecd. If all rolipgious adherencs is a patior of opinion, of
rorely Sentetive sseent (ohdeh L4 enn't boe if thoro has boon o dxvinu ruvelstion),
qﬁr«wd. Bat cupposs thore is n diving rovelation,  Pass on Lhen 4o the ehild its
soelnl inkoritene o, its ealtural inkeritunce, its inhritanco as an Am rican eitizen.
Hoave the ehild Loarn lonpun gtu and arithmetics Jut for goodness solte do net pass on
ipn . ]Filﬁu inhwritaness Yo not puss on to the child the certsintics of Josus Christ
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Jo hee11 sy operntiong friond of o stadents Four spueial intentionse James
VoLbwaeney 124, serieusly hurt in autn aseldent,




