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What Avout Purgatory?

Is Purgatory an invention of Catholic theologians?

Martensen, a Protestent, in his "Christian Dogmatics"™, says no., "As no soul leaves
this present existence in a fully complete and prepared state," he writes, "we nust
suppose that there is an intermediate state....in which souls are prepared for the
final judgment,"

And if we read the Scriptures with our intellects as well as with our eyes, we find
Purgatory revealed in both the 014 and the New Testaments,

In IT Machabees (XII 43-46), we learn that Judas, leader of the forces of Israsl, sen%
12,000 pieces of silver to Jerusalem for sacrifice to be offered for the sins of the
dead. The passage concludes: "It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray
for the dead, that they may be loosed from their sins "

‘hy offer sacrifice, why pray for the dead if they be either in Heaven or in Hell?

In the New Testament Jesus Christ Himself declares (Matt, XIT, 32): "....but he that
shall spesk against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this
world, nor in the world to come."™ Here Christ clearly implies that some sinners, not
forgiven in this world, are asctually forgiven in the world to COME ¢ |

Purgatory, then, is a place of purifiestion and of temporary separation from God,
Those good people go there who die in the state of sanctifying grace, without true
repentance for their smaller faults, or without having expiated fully the temporal
punishmont due to their forgiven sins,

In Purgatory the process of purification is painful, S%*.Augusﬁin@, St. Gregory the
Great, and S8t. Thomas, spesk of a purgnborial fire which causes more pain than anyw
thing a man suffers in this life. And, as you cen see in many hospitals, there are
plenty of long and severe pains suffercd in this lifel

Tet the souls in Purgetory foel no resenbment towards God, but only a decp longing
and profound lonssomeness to be with Him,

They ery out every day during the month of November for assistance, for Musses and
Holy Communions, that they may be frezd from Purgatory to share in the full joys of
Hoaven,  The following words of Tennyson miglht have becn spoken by some Poor Soul:

Proy for ry souls lors things arc wrought by prayer
Then this world dresms of. Vhorefore let thy voice

Hise like a fountein for me night and duy,

For what are men hetier thun sheep or goats

That nourish a blind life vi+hin the brain

If knowing God, they 1ift n * hoands of pPrayor

Both for thomscvlvos snd those who enll them frirnd?

For Father O0tDonnell,

Fathor Charles 0'Jonncll would have beun 50 yesrs old tomorrow. Tt L8 also tho annie
vorsary of his religious profession. Koiembor him in your Massos and Holy Communions,
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