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Pilth and Fiotion,

Christ placed the battle for purity, wherc fow people place it,-~because of tholr in-
sincority-=in the heart: "Blessed are the oloan of heart for they shall sec God,"

The will is the cause of personal morality, good or bad, Hence the importance of pro-
tecting that inner sanctuery of the mind and heart,

You cennot swill and garbage your mind and heart with suggestive movies, vile reading,
and filthy conversation without turning yourself into an immoral beast, And you can't
constantly pasture your mind on wholesom: food without being clean of heart,

Gertrude Athoton in her eolumm, “"Words and Deeds", speaks out on filth in modern
literature:

"That £ilth is really unnecessary in the most
modern Tiction is amply illustrated by the
delightful stories of Damon Runyon. His worst
enemiocs, if he has eny, will herdly deny that
he is as up-to-dste as the last fashion in
haircuts or baseball slang, Also, that his
charascters are so hardebpiled it is a wonder
they don't crack open=~they recall the old slang
phrase ttough as tripe.' And yet there 1s not
an offensive phrase nor word in any of his
stories, although he must be making money by
the bushel, Bub then, he has talent, imagination
and the seeing eye. Filth to him would be just
one more superfluity, | |

"Of sourse, I could mention the names of many
authors who have maintained their proud positions
despite the inrosds of thu proletorisn novels
(which ars merely dully, end whose only hope is

to outedo old Smollett ond Fielding, but I am
chiofly concerned hero with the state of mind that
sonfuses modornism with impudicity, and whost eXe
ponents, lecking the natural gifts of a Domon
Runyon, strive for prominense hy walking on stilts
and showking neughty words,”

On The Flonnol Mouth

No one is more ridisulous than tho Catholic college man nobed for a conrss, vile
mouths Absolutely no viee is more scnscless, cortainly nonc ylolds less personnl
plessurc than habitual cursing and swearinge. Thore 1s no profit in the habit, and,
gooinlly, it mokes n mom at bost third-ratoe-unless he plans o spund his life with
thugs snd morons. Often the habits mar the offect of an othurwige felirly doount
followe About the only possible motive for it is the desire to appoar hard-bolled,
And eertainly overy ege who awears to be hardeboiled has o yollow contor. Dontt bo
n goofe If you have tho habit of swearing, gob rid of it, Singlo out ono brd oxe
prussion ond consontrate on it for a we.k. Give a nickel to the poor overy time
you uso that partioulor exprossion, Aftor you gut rid of onc, tekoe up snother until
you oluan upe Bub oloan upl



