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Novena for Purity,

Tomorrow morning starts the important novena for purity in honor of the Imaculate
Conception of Our Blessed Lady, Go to confession tonight if necessary.

The program suggested for the nine days--December 1-9--follows:
Hear Mass and receive loly Cormunion dailys;
Sey & Hail Marys morning and night;
Recite the Litany of the Blessed Virgin every day,

Daring God,

~ "Robert Ingersoll, atheist, orator, rhetorician, listener for the rustle of angelie

- wings in grave-side eulogy, is reported on occasions to have thrust a dare ot God.

He is said to have challenged the Almighty during his anti-Biblical lectures to strike
him deed, and so prove that the Almighty existod, Mr, Sinclsir Lewis is montioned as
heving affirmed the same darc, A bold dare? Yes, and Noeseesss

“The circumstance that God did not take eithor man at his word, to provide the audi-
- enee with a thrill, does not prove that there is no Gody and had either or both been
~ stricken, it would not prove that there is a God, Physicions would find for heart
~ discasc, blood elot, or cerebral hemorrhage, Satan darod Christ to leap off tho
- pinnoclo of the Temple at Jorusalem to prove thot He was the Son of Gods Christ re-
fuscd, IHis was not the business of taking daroé. Yet He brought back & son to a
poor widow who not only did not dare Him to do so, but did not ask Him to, Offhand
- an atheist, anarchist, skoptic, carth worshipper is safe enough when he challonges
God %o strike him dead, God docs not strike pooplo dend when they challenge Him, any
more than He always gives 1ife when they beg for it. He works in cbernity, for
- etornity. His vast purpose is to save life ultimately, not to lose it
"Even men do net take seriously challenges of half-wits or sonsation huntors; or of
- the wellabalaneed when the outcome will be obrigdae disostur, An oxport with the
plstol can kill unerringly from o certain distrnea., You stand at that distance from
him, offer your heart to prove his skill on, Will he necopt your darc and kill you?
Cortainly note He will hit the whito roundness of s halfedollar pluco at the stipue
lated yardage, Hitbing that will prove his skill equally as woll as if he had killed
yOou,

"Mry Robort Ingersoll and Mr, Sinclair Lewis stood back tho dlstance, asked God to
firv--or clse admit non-existonce, It sosms that e, Ingerss1l and Mr, Lowls attoache
¢d nltogether oo much importance to their roles in the dreme wo eall humen life when
thoy challonged God to show thnt He oxistod by killing them off,

"Had vither man entorcd the eago of o lion, the limm might havo obliged thon by doing
whot God did not de, following their chellenpe. And had the lion not donu so, could
they thun deny the existense of tho 1lien? Indued, the circumstanco thet Mr. Ingersoll
died In his owm time in the way of naturs, and that Mr, Lowic still lives following

g his histrionie challonge is a good proof nnt only that God uxists: but that He is n
merelful, vory pationt God M

L wwAvs Moring Dueesrbor 1, 1934,

AYORE 5bnunsu&; prondfrthor of Valtur Ofdrden (Walsh);y friend of Bill hllig
(Alumni); friuvnd of Froncis Crosiar (Dillen)s friend of a studunt, 111, Heverend
Rudolph Seheid, Roohustor, N,Y.; John Paul Cullen 122, s.riously injursd in an auto
aocidonty Pathur of Paul Conoghan 120, Five spuoinl intentions,




