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Gin Weddings,

.Gin is now helping Hollywood make a farce out of the non-Catholic marriage, Only
yesterday a young girl askad divorece on the grounds that she and her husband were too
intoxicated at the nupbials to know what they were doing,

Here is an editorial from the Chicago Tribune on "Gin Weddings":

"As gin weddings get into print, through divoree or apnulment proceedings,
they glve evidence ¢f a social fault, Most American gtates recognize the
undesirability of continuing an unfortunate marriage, Restrictive law does
not make tolerable what experience proves to he intolerable, and for the
great part America has chosen not to stand on assumptions of inviola“iliby,
"Government has decree~d as to marriage that it must be so far a staté affair
that it shall require a licwnse, The ceremony may be state or church, &
contract or a sacrament or both, Vhen the church controled it wes not
diffienlt to prevent a hagty marriage, although not one that would prove to
be a mistake, The banns would delay a marrisge of impulse., The civil
tendency has been not to put arbitrary checks on the ceremony. The age
qualification being satisfied, the man and women are not to be challenged,
there being no evidence that each is not legally free to enter the contract,
"The ahuse of this freedom is worked by persons whose condition and actions
at the time prove their unfitness, end by officials who ignore the patent
evidence of it., The excuse for the irresponsible persons is that they are
too drunk to consider whet they are deoing, if that is an excuse, The
officials have no excuse, They want the fees and gratuities, a degrading
reason for participation in scandsl, | |

"Such a wedding is no wedding, but it is hard to disgualify it in the prew
cise terms of a statute, although it ean be done by prescriding a period
between the lssuance of a license and the use of it, A less restriction
would bs to require that the application for licenmse shall not be granted
except during stated office hours, making the clerk subjeet to penslties
for o vioclation., Short of some such regulations the courts sre confronted
with the social need of taking judiciml notice of the fast that a gin
wedding 1s not q wedding, the partigipints being disqualified from enter-
ing into the contrect,”

Thet's a timely editorial, but, ¥4 misses tlg point, How can young people~-ewven sober
young people~-consider marriege sacred wher thelr elders prectice @ivorce and birth
control against the saored nature and puryose of matrimony? Christ unmistekenbly
meent marriage to be indissoluble when He z1ld: "Have you not read that He who made
men from the beginning mede tham mele and fomale? For this cruse shall o man leave
father and mother, nnd shall eléave to hir wife, and thoy shall be two in ofie fleshs
Therefore, now they are no* two, but onc flush, ¥hat *herefor~ Jod hath joined %o~
gother, let no man put asunier,”

Artificial birth contrel, bs frustreting the immediate wnd of the marriage aot, iz an
uonaturel orime ¢, inst the sanctity of merringe,

Aftar maglstratos and ministers approve of 1ivoras and wirth controle~contrerv to the
cloar teachings of (hrist and of Neturr--what g there left to tell the young nhout
tho sanctity of ratrimony? And who is reslly to stop (in Voddings?
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