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To Know, to Love, to Serve*

If you are hazy as to just where you first saw this combination of words,— to know, 
to love, to serve,--refer to the first page of your catechism# You remember now#

These words form the reason why God created you* They explain the principal work in 
your life*
If you lose sight of the first two,— to know, and to love God,— you are not going to
serve God in this life nor be happy with Him forever In the life to come*
Sometimes you feel that too much is demanded of you when, faced by temptation, you 
are required to restrain yourself and avoid sin? Vihy should you be bound by so many
restrictions that do not hamper your non-Catholic acquaintances ?
If this be your attitude towards the laws of the Church, check up on your love of 
God* You cannot expect to give cheerful obedience to One you do not lave* And by 
?love of God* is meant gratitude and reverence based on personal appreciation of what 
He has done for you*
How you are back at scratch— knowledge* Have you a personal knowledge of Our Lord?
Do you make Him a part of your life? Of yourself? That Is required as the founda­
tion of every Catholic life* You cannot build successfully without it*
Out of your own personal interest, then, read the Gospels and a good Life of Christ* 
(There are excellent Lives by de Vivien, Le Camus, Fouard, and Pillion.) Ylhat do 
you know of the life of Christ?
Can you instruct a painter regarding the physical details of Bethlehem? Was it 
located on a hill, two hills, or in the lowlands? Can you place the stable?
Have you a definite picture of the persons who took part in the drama of Christ’s 
birth,— of Mary and Joseph, of the shepherds and the T|iree Wise Men? Can you 
imagine the way they talked and acted?
Have you ever pondered upon the singular lesson of obedience which Christ taught by 
His thirty-year^* subjection at Nazareth? What sort of family life do you think 
Christ lived? Did He work and play? Was He cheerful?
When Christ was your ager what type of young man do you think He m s — intelligent, 
serious, industrious? How would He have changed Himself to life your life here at 
Notre Dame,— back in the hometown?
Christ cane into the world, not only to redeem, but to concretize God*s lofo, to 
mako God*s love apparent, visible, more knowable* If you want to feel God’s love 
you must know Christ*
Christ came to be a model— the way, the truth, and the life* He can be a model
only in the proportion that we know Him*
Bwring your intimate experiences at Mass and Holy Communion, while you visit Him
alone in the chapel, whllj you walk and think privately about His presence in you,
you will oome to know Christ*
And _ to know Christ is to Lov^ Him* And to love Him is to serve Him in great joy*
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