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Father Barron * s Thanks f  or Your 4

"Dear Father Cavanaugh

"Catholic Mission* Tenshudo, Anchu, Korea,
December 29, 1934.

"Never ̂ before has a pleasant surprise given ne more genuine happiness them your en~
oouraging l e t t e r  and the su b s ta n tia l  g i f t  enclosed. 1 f e l t  l ik e  tu rn ing  seventeen 
handsprings and doing a square dance w ith my A ss is ta n t , Surely you cannot r e a l is e  
adequately what a tremendous burden th is  generous and timely g if t  has taken o ff me*

"As ̂  you  ̂undoubtedly know, one of our greatest d if f ic u lt ie  s in the v;ork of ev&nge 11-
z a t ion is  making contact w ith the people, due prim arily  to  th e i r  customs and then to
th e i r  preconceived notion th a t  our re l ig io n  is  nothing more than a western c u l t ,
r ecent ly born, wilier eas the ir  wor ship * taking root in the dim past, o annot be o omputed 
by time or gener at ion.

To overcome th i s  obstac le , I  es tab lished  a l i t t l e  dispensary in  th e  hope th a t  working 
through the body I might gain entrance in to  th e i r  soul, From the  beginning i t  proved 
a phenomenal success * Ihe c h a r i ty  of our work amazed them and a few prudent remarks 
on the s a l ie n t  po in ts  of the Catholic doctrine opened before them a v ista  of l i f e  
hitherto only deemed of and never thought attainable.

The m ystical as w ell as the p ra c t ic a l  phase of our re lig io n  gripped them, and when
astonishment gave way to  profound thought and a f u l l e r  re a l iz a t io n  of a person#!,
liv in g  Cod, th e i r  hope in the h e rea fte r  was strengthened and f a i th  began to  take 
possession of them.

The sick  are most suscep tib le  to  re l ig io u s  in s tru c t io n . Besides, i t  gives us an 
opportunity of catching many before they turn toes upward. About 30 have boon bap- 
t iz e d  th is  year ju s t  before dying# I f  i t  were not fo r the h o sp ita l wo never would 
have heard about them*
1! be in terest ed in knowing how the hospital functions. I fa have a native  
doctor in dai ly  a tt endano e who treat s abtr 't 25 pat len t s dai ly . A nominal charge of
25 yen e n t i t l e s  them to  a thorough physical examination, minor operations and a. three*
day supply of medicine* I f  medicine fo r  a longer period i s  requ ired , they pay the 
wholesale p rice  fo r  i t*  The poor are given a l l  treatm ent absolutely f r e e ,

" Thi st syst on i  s pr oving ̂ sat i s f  actory , as i t  i  a defraying the (loot; or * a eta lary , th
cost of r . - e  lie i r e  amounting to  fo r ty  or f i f t y  yen a month, What aro the re s u lts ?

ife have todav more than 200 preparing to  receive Baptism* As most of these are 
ad u lts , there  w i l l  he tour or f iv e  hundred baptized , silica the ch ild ren  are subject 
to  Bapt i  am with th e ir  par ant* * I as the hospital worth wki W  I * 11 lo t  you answer,

"Your most generous g i f t  has permitted mo to draw up plans for a permanent hospital 
which sh a ll be begun next spring# You can under stand what your c oop oration has meant 
to th is  struggling mission and to  the dissemination of the Faith along those fron­
ts ior a $ Vfords utt ur ly  fa i 1 ike expr^ss my o i ?  nt s of grat 1Uido, I ahal 1 b* - most
i/hankful i f  you cun in  some way at some c-onv n o n t  time make Imovai my deep aopr* ciat*»
i  on b <3 the student s a t Notro Demo * They ar*, real apostles behind tho lin* * As ser o
Father 0*haru of our continued remembrance in m ssos and prayers* The Christians 
1 ikuwi sc aro p r; ytng for you a l l  *

"As over and always,
(signed) 1, * &, Barron*"


