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The Draw of Good and Evil,

You know about the dumb donkey that stood stiff and starved between the two fat hay
stocks? He couldn't decide, One looked gopd and so did the other, and that made it
very, very difficult for the donkey. ke ‘

For stupidity many fellows meke the donkey look like a disguised Socrates. These
follows don't stand between two equally toothsome hay stacks at all. They rather
stand, strrving, because they can't decide between an edible hay stack and a hay
stack on fire.

Or if trey don't stand flat-footed, they ruéh, for the pleasure and for the benefit of
eating, to the hay stack on fire,

Take the mediocere, tepid boys who are afrald to be too good because they'll miss some-
thing and afraid to be bad because they know evil masques pain snd remorse, They

know perfectly well that sin, excess of any kind, like the hay stack on fire, doesn't
actually deliver the joy that it promises at all, that it merely dazzles the eye hut
sears the senses and soul,

But jast the same, that doesn't stop them from sticking their nose intn sin occasions
ally, Curiosity leads them on again and again no metter how often they heve been
burnt.

If you prefer, here is the seme idea-~the curious lure of sin--ss it is explained by
a serious and thoughtful Frenchmans

"There are certain thoughts which have poisoned the wells of humanity.
One of these thoughts is thet evil is not 1ull, but that it is even a
remedy ageinst dullness.

"This unreasonable delusion is extremely common, even among honest
folk, They believe that their life would be more interesting, more
varied, that it would be freer, if evil were more intermirgled with
gﬁﬁd -

"They refrain from evil out of duty, but with a feeling of privation.

In turning their backs on evil they leave something of their heart be-
hind., They do not ¥mow how empty evil is, nor how dull; they heve no

horror of it,

"p coertain inclination to that which leads to a falle-s cortein sense
of want beeause of fenr of touching the forbhidden fruif--a cortain
cleavegs of the soul betweun good and ovile-a vague, perhaps, snd un-
conscious feeling that poctry departs in the company of sin and mis-
fortunc-=such thoughts as theso ercep in even to theso vho wish to he
good and purec.

"Phe ronson of this is that one does not lmow cemplebtely enough, net
unresorvedly enough, not preeticnlly enough, that thers is whsolute

wity between the true, the pood, and the beautiful, Onc docs not kpow

how ropilsively hideous all thet is, which is outsido the pure troth,

People helieve thet one ought to rofrain from happiness out of virtue,
bucouse happinuss is denperonss They do not know thet out of virtue

~ one bt to shun unhappiness heoause unha pincss is danguorous,”
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