I11l, cousin of Bill University of Notre Dame 711, Joo Sullivrn;

farrey (Cor'vr)s John Religious Bulletin Bob Mnlarney (St, Fd's.);
Pettingill (Corby). Februgry a, 1935 granimother of P, Johnen,

Disloyalty to the Faith.-I,

If you haven't ten cents to bhuy a copy of the Ave Maria at the newsstend, come over
and we shall hand you the issue of January 19, which contains a most illur‘nating art-
ele by Jaues A, Magner, on "Loyalty to the Faith," Here is a digest of the article:

In this country religious sentiment is not at all growing favorahle to Cetholicism,
True, ancient fables of Papist and monkish ferocity ere passing out, but Catholic
helief, especially as applied to social problems, is in meny circles, considered
ridiculous and indefensible,

In the press and in public education there is e prepondersnce of Protestant, free-
thinking and liberal inf'luencses at work, There is a notable ahsence of Catholic exe
pression,

Theére is a notable apathy, lack of courage, bewildermca: <«cnse of inferiority in the
Catholic lay public itself, both in the public manifricxiiom of faith and in the dew
fense of the Catholic viewpoint on current problems.

What is the cause? The clergy? Since the Catholic laity .rs in direct touch ¥ith
non~Catholics through business, professlonal end sociesl courcotions, the Cathnlic
laity are chiefly responsible if non«Catholics fail to anderstand the Ceth: 1lie Church,
if they ure sincere in despising Catholic people,

Why are Crtholics, as Catholics, less mggressive than Protestents in pghlie 1ife? Tt
nay he that, accepting much en authority, Catholics fuil to develop personsl convicte
iens in matters of fai*h, It may he that Catholice lack opportumities toe develop
themselves ns leaders along educntionnl and intellectusl lines that are digtinetly
Catholic, o

A more subtle renson, however, is the chronie desire of Cath-lics tn bo broad-minded.,
They fear to appear ridiculous if they holl definite pringiples on religisus subjeots,
They wont to know "hoth sides" without knowing their ovm side, cud hence, efter they
flounder around in oen argument, they conclude that the Catholic position iz wntensble,

Another thing: JCatholics don't read Catholie pericdicals, Henee they don’t know
Catholic problems and Catholic viewpoints, Out of sore 20,000,000 Crtholies, tho
Cathnlic Viorld hns a subseription 1list of enly about 10,000; tho Commonwenl has
15,000, jmerice, 30,000, e

Meny odusated Cutholics shore the fouling of seculur educators that our system of ine
culeeting dofinite principles of 1lif'e amd religioh rohs the student of the opportun-
ity of formulating hig own principles of belief, And sueh an "cduonted" Crthnlio,
instead of Ynowing snd defonding o definite Cetholic thought, resents his own rﬂgip
mentntion into what he thints sre impraotical idons and outvornm forms,

Heny Catholics, unlilte agnostics nnd sesoffers, sre shy to roverl thoir O tholio
idontity in publie for fear of argumont or of imperiling thelr position, Mony (réloe
lles, too, join in the active campnign of eriticlsm of the Churchesofton tu Justify »
aourse of action, esptclally in mettors like birtl control, thet is cord rmed by
Catholic morality.,

Other Catholics think thoat the Chureh is nothing but ¢ collce-fon of pri.ets holding
antiquated opiniong in ne way compurable with seiontifie socictivs rnd natinesl elubs
that pess upun relipious mattors end points for socic) legislrtior, If, - the other
rand, tho Chruch organizus for national desency or prrachiel uplift, thes: Cathalics
ore cold and immedintely assumu thot tho movement hes boon strrted by plous fanatics.,
(To bo continuod in tomerrowts Bull:tin, )
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