Feast of Qur Lady of . University of Notre Dame

Lourdes, Visgit the Religious Bulletin
Grotto for the sicks February 11, 1935,

An Argunent Against the Pledge,

"Why shackle yourself with the pledge? A men has a will to determine himself on all
occasions, even those that aro tempbting., Isn't the pledge a sort of confession of
weakness, a kind of degradation of will?"

You serm to imply that a man ought to deterw1ne himself” only at the actual time of
temptation-«here and now, tonight, at 9: 15@, when someone pushes a cocktall under hls
nose, Any kind of pre-determinetion, or making up of the mind beforehand, is ignoble,
That is precisely the kind of argument that Saten breathes into boys!' ears,

Have you ever hesrd about the vows that religious have been taking ever since the be-
ginning of monasticism? Through these vows, the religious hinds himself teo perform,
and to refrain from performing, legitimste actions out of love of God and for the
salvation of kis own soul, That is pree~determination, but the taking and keeping of
the religious vows, until death, is consgidered a most heroic performance,

Two people in the Sacrament of Metrimony bind themsclves by sacred oblijations untll
death, Do you imply that the promise made in matrimony is a kind of degradation?

It is a noble thing to refuse even one drink out of worthy motives, It is 2 much
nobler thing to refuse many drinks for meny years out of worthy notives. That is
what o men doos when he signs the pledge for the love of God, as sn act of penance,
or to protect his own welfare, And, be sure that God ehundantly blesses him for his
action, | |

Within the last three deys, 31 Notres Dame men have signed their nsmes to the pleﬁge.
Altogether now there are 138, Many more, as they see the light, will be doing Xike-
wise, Pledge boxes end blank forms are provided in all the halls.

Lest You Regret,

Some of you get up on time to receive Holy Communion, but too Iate to heer Mass,
before brealfast,

It takes you ehowlt a minute and a half te walk from the dining hall to the Dillon
¥all Chapel. There you can henr Mass every morning at 7:18,

Spend thet minute and a half, and an additional twenty minutes, every morning hearing
Hoss, Or sone day you will feel] like the writer of the following letter:

"What e chongoseseereris from Notre Deme! Hers there are only three

Cotholics besides myself, Belleve it or not, Father, but I have the roe

putation of being a vury plous Catholie, In fact, I even.wnlked‘tmmniy

mileg going to and coming from churoh one hot Sundouy nmorning during the

summer. To be eandid, this sudden roligious change is not duc to any

ineresse of piety on my pert, It is due to nothing noru than my natural

Irish stubbornness, Jugt beocauss 1t ig hard for nie to get to chureh, I

an determined that I shall o toe church, At tircs I think of the peny

cpportunities for Mass snd Communion in Sorin Le?l that I peassed vp bew

eauge I liked my morning sleep teo well, I hove at lenpth core o the

realirution that one ean alweys sloep, but onu c:rmot alwers ;o to Holy

Cormmuniion ond to Mass, And now I deeply ruprut mony of tlrsa mornings

| a’b Notre Dime,"
| ' snscd, rathur of Rov, Sznbog Mr, Hobort 1, “olly Mr, John C, Doarn; aunt

nf Harold kchlﬁan (Corﬁy); Robert Volf bonefartory gravimother of Pote Johnen; cousin
of studont; fricnd of the Univorsity, I1ll, Fathor Muloncj Frar! Hering, trusteoj Mras,
James Unglishy Joe Sullivansy Paul Pucller (Lyons), mastolds Ed Kirby; Koy Bonary Bob
Halarnoys asunt of Art Sendusky (VWalsh); father of Frank Gawl (Corby)s unelo of John
Borrys father of Norbort Golson; two Srionds of student, Buven sposinl intentions,




