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The Great Twaddlebury,

"fhis question of prayer quite exasperates me," says the great Philbert Twaddlebury
in his initial interview,

"Tennyson's ides thet more things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of,"
he runs on, as he squelches another bon bon, "and the doctrine of the Catholic Church
regarding the infallibility and efficacy of prayer-~these are to me most disturbing.

"Let us take my own experience in the last examinations. I tried most desperately,
most desperately I say, to make the entire nine days of the Névena. And I missed
anly four of the nine days,

"You will have to admit," he persisted, as he shifted pillows in his easy chair,
"fhat that was .quite remarkable for me, considering my extraordinary hebits and backe
ground,”

"Whot's the answer? Oh, someonc, anyone, what's the snswer™ cried Stooge in distress,
"It must be that the world never dreamed even of the Groat Twaddlebury pa¥sing an
exemination, Unthinkeblo as it is, this supposition leaves ground for poor Tennyson
to stand on, |

"But liston Thilbert," procasds Stooge, "What did you do to get yourself ready the
four-snd-a=-half months before exoms?

" read a lot of fluky, exotic liternture so that you could guote suthors and books
that nono of the rest of us would loy hands on. That was your only chance to seem
superiord .

~ "Now that you haven't enough gumption to go to Communion dodly, you try to scoop up
an intelleetunl difficulty %o save your sclfwrospset,

"Your felilure im the examinations should prove to you that you'ms notning b an ine
- tellectunl poser, that you're spinsless as an esl,

- "Bub your failure raglly oply convinces you that God has slighted you, or that there's
- no strength in prayer. Mo stggertion, of course, in your rcasmming that you lack
fairness rnd genernsity with Gnd,

"A grent and sensible genernl onee snid: 'Trust in God but keep your powder dry!,

" And over on ono of the entrences to Dillon Hall you will find this Lotin guotation,
Facolonti qund im se ost, Done non denegab grotiem,
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"It bolls down to this, Cod hulps those who holp themsulvos,

"Think thet ovor, comuenploce as it mny seom to you, when you'vre tnilding yourself up
intelluctuelly and mornlly for the final oxoms on o stoeady diot of Esnuire,

"Filtiy drawing, soxy writing for fresb young minds and honrtse-this stuff is BUp -
ported, oundowsed, hy sophisticated, pretontious goofs like vourself,

"And rou have the grll to complain of the inefficncy of prayingi!
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