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An Objection,

Mr, X of Arizona, read a Bulletin some weeks ago urging greater lay activity in the
spread of the Gospel of Christ, Among other observetions, he made the following:

"411 too often I have seen articles in Cetholic megezines signed by priests,
which take much too broad a view of some time~honored arguments. Lot me very
respectfully ecite only one, but a very weighty one--an article on Evolution and
Catholic liorals in The Sunday Visitor by Doetor John O'Brien of the Newman Found-
ation at the University of Illinois. Father O'Brien says thet science has pract-
icnlly proved that man has descended freom the apej that the Deluge was a local
flood on the Euphrates river, that Catholic theoologisns arc now agreed that the
genealogy hetwoen Adam and Moses has left out mony names, This I would crll a
very ‘liberalt' view on the dogctrine of biblical inspiration,
"As to the flood, therc is ovidencc on every hand out here in the mountains that
there was such a flood, and science has not proved that there was not one such as
~described in the Bible, The Gospels are true,. No Chrisbian disputes that, Yet
the Deluge is mentioned by Jesus in His prophecy concerning the cnd of the world
and the dostruetion of Jerusalem, in the Gcspcl of St. Matthew, Purthormere, if
the genenlogy of Christ was not 2s roported in the 01d Testanment, it would not
have boon so reperted in the Gospels,
"If pricsts sdmit that therc are errors in the Bible, how can they blame laymen
for saying, 'then do we begin to believe?! "%hat is true and whet false?' The
Holy Chost ¥mows all things and would allow no error in His work for just this
reason, Thon why do theologians say that a partly-proved surmise is correet and
the inspired writing of the Holy Spirit in orror?
"If I am wrong, Fathbr, I wish you would put me right, eithor in the Bullatln np
in o private letter," .

Fathor Otbrion#¢ fnswor,

"Mr. X hosn't quite got the gist of my article on Evelubtion, which wes designed
sinply to show that even if we accepted, without minimizing, the statements of
the overwhelming majority of scientlsts concerning the onolutionery origin of the
body »f mon, that, far from dispensing with a eroctor, evolution prosents a more
sublime and mejestic manifestotion of God's creative power., Then too I nowhore
state thot any sentence or ubtersnce of the Bible is wrong or inaccurate but
simply that the Bible must be interpreted in accordance with the sound principles
of Ixogesis laid down by Pope Leo XIIT. His Holiness states most clearly that
the Bible is not to be viewed as a textbook of science or nsg enntaingng o revels
atin concerning scientific matters, since these nre 'in no wiso profitable untn
salvation,!?
"I think that Mr. X is inclined to wescken his case and to bring the Bible into
disrepute by sceking to meke it yield & pronouncoment concerning the torritorial
universality of the Floed, which is controdicted by the foets prosonted by tho
goologists of the world,
"I think it would not be out of place to point out to Mr, X thet bihlienl oxow-
gosis 18 o scicnee which demands caroful training and it weuld beh ove hinm b
fanilinrize himself with tho donclusions of the grent bibliesl scholors of the
Church before he spenks with such absolute finality as to whet the Bible does or
dos not say.
"Comon Dorlodot and your own greot Pathor Zehm hovo soid these things with pere
hpps preator clocrness then mysolf," |
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