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Dvalution of th bady of Man,

Father O'Brien's answver in the Bulletin of April 10 to the objection of lMir. X of
Arizona, brings from Father B, C.S.,C., the following letter calling attention to the
common teaching of theologlans and to the decree of the Biblical Commissicn on the
evolution of the body of man:

"I was very sorry to see Father 0'Brien cite Canon Dorlodot and Fether Zahm
in favor of his evolutionary cententions in raplfing to Nr, X from Arizonao,
Cortainly Father O'Brien ou&ht to know thet scerimus seherlars meintein that
Darlodnt has eompletely nissed the point im etbributing to the Fathers, and
cxpecinlly tn St, Augustine, the theory of transformism,

"Frther Hornsby, S.J,, in the Eeclesisstieal Review of January, 1924, cites
speeific texts t~ show thet Dorleiot has misinterpreted 8t, Augustine., Fol-
lowing Hornsbyt!'s lead, I have investigated the originel texts in Afugustine,
and em ineclincd to agres utterly with fother Hornsby.

"Ls to Pather Zehm: we all know the sequel of his book, Nor is this setisn
of Rome antiqueted. Reeall the Decree of the Biblieel Commission, June 30,
1909, Messengrr's work Evolutien and Theolegy, moreover, dnos not benish
the binding f rece of the Deerces the deerec has not beon withdrown so for as
I ern learn,. Certainly it would seem it should not be withdravm in view of
the slim evidence there eyluts tedey in foror of the evolution of the hody
of man.

"Father Ofdrlaﬁ*says that Dmrlndﬂt and tyour ovm great Frther Zohm heve soid
these things with perheps greater clearness than myself,* Lut ecn't error
be expressed just as clerrly as truth?"

The "sequel" to which, evidently, I'rther B refers is this, that once Fother Zshm
learncd from & sure source thet the Holy See was opposed to furthor diffusion of his
work, "Dvolutien cnd Dogmn," he desired "that the work be withdrewn from eireulatirn,”
Subsequently his book was actually withdrawm.

The Decree of the oiblicel Commission of June 30, 1909, declored clearly thet the
poculisr crection of the first men and the formation of the first women from the first
mon cannot be enlled inbo doubt,

The vest majority of modern theologisns nre ngreed that this Deerce forbids all
tenching of the ovolution of the humen body from o pre-humsn snecstor,

Thg Blocking Helfbeock,

A blocking helfback has to pin down his oars, swallow his desire for personcl glory
and toke o selentiflie cut at o strong snd stubborn ndversary. If the blocking half-
back is sufficlently skillful he may mnve the treublesome opponent out of the wuy of
the ball ceorricr,

Lorrning how to Pight sin is « lot like lesrning how to boeono & good Blocking half-
back, You try herd time and time again, end fails You hewe to piek yourself up and
-t;ry herdor next Lime.

Many follows never succced in heeoming grect bueks beenuse, Ynowing the herdships and
1ifficultics of lecrning the seienco of blecking, they lose heart, go through the
formalities of prretice only half<honrtedly, Many o men never beeoncs prest morally
hogause he crntt come brek after aoprrent deforts He reesrnss I tric? and foiled,
Jhatts the use o trying apein? Choroos, try, try, constent trying, is the very
principle of progress in the mornl and spirituel lifo,
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