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Heart-to-Heart liith Philbert,

“Then I left you last time, Philbert, your face looked like a big question mark, The
statement that a true mystic will always be an active man didn't seem to agree with
your philosophy.

Right, Stooge, go ahead with your information. I'm not yet convinced,

Vell, since you care to listen, I will, The twelfth century, for instance, is simply
called the century of St, Dernard of Clairvaux. St. Dernard was advisor of the kings
and popes of his time and played = deeisive part in all political and ceelesiastical
affeirs. Nothing slow about him! Yet he practiced and even taught mysticism,
lMysticism was the very reason for his activities,

It would do you good, Philbert, to read over several times the twelfth chapter of St.
Paul's first epistle to the Corinthians. 1In it he points out how closcly all validly-
baptized persons are united with Christ and with each other. "You are the body of
Christ," he says, "if one member suffer anything, all the membors suffer with it; or
if one member glory, all the members reojoice with it,"

Saul beforc becoming Paul persecuted the Christians, you romember, Our Lord appeared
to him and said:; "Saul, why persecutest thous Me?" Vhat do you suppose that "Me"
signifies? 1In the last judgment a soparation of the souls will be medc, Consider

the grounds upon which the separsation will be made, "Come ye blessed" or "Deprrt from
o, yeaugsad“ for "As long as you did it to one of those my least brethren, you did
it to Me, |

I think, Philbert, that these words contain the strongest motive for being active,
for doing good and for evoiding scandal and sine The closer te God, and the more a
porson loves God, the deeper will be his understanding of this intimoto wnion of the
momburs of the lysticeliBody of Christ. Now, the truc mystic is as close to God as
ho cen be on corth and he, therefore, minds above «ll the business of his Fothor in
Heaven working for him, Thet explains Daniel 0'Comnell's words: "My hoart helongs
to the Church,"

Too bed, Stooge, that it is not your privilege to speak ot the Geneve Confercnce tell-
ing tho delegates about the Mystieal Body of Christ! It would give them an entirely
different concept of internationsl relations, wouldn't it?

That's an iden, Philbert, Of enurse they wouldn't listen to me. But it is true that
m this bagls cn#internotionel peree would be nn ccey thing., Justice rsnd charity
woull rule the world, The enrly Christians were better acquainted with the spirit of
Christ rmd His doctrines then we cre, and what was the result? You are interested in
history, Philberts thy, then, don't yoeu recd the Acts of the Apostles? The fourth
chaptur tells you "thot the multitude of believers had but one heart and one soul,
noither did anyone sny thet rught of the things whieh he possessed, wrs his own, bub
all things werc common unto them,!

Now I scc, Stooge, thero scoms to boe nore procticnl importance to nysticism then I
thought

Thetts just the point, Philbert, we don't think, Alter 1ue roflection, I ceome to the
eomnelusion thet we students frequently hove our Cotholic rolipion more in our knees
than in our herrts, e practice our religion uxturnelly, but its beeuby rnd dbrins-
forming power often eserpe us, 7o don't meks cn effort to gresp the wonderful mesning
~f ur religious doetrines and theroefore there is 1ittle fire and 1ittle love in our
senrtsem=Shnoge, you gove me n losson, Vhrk surprisos me is thet you did net mention
Mngs rnd Communions Have thoy nothing to de with rysticelsm?esti *11 mect ogein,
Philbort. Mennwhile, I'1l get moro dope on thoe subjeot,




