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Vise Gruys*

The Rev. V. V. McCarthy, P.P., in a recent issue of "Truth", tells of a significant 
radio program featuring "Tom" and "Dan". Here, according, to Father McCarthy, is the 
way a part of the program ran;

(Old Tora Talking) The first "vise guy" was Mam himself— or was it Eve? I think 
that we better include both. They wore not so bad, Danny, as the wise guys they 
begot. The first wise guys wanted to know "as much" as God. but the wiso guys 
that came after them thought that they know "more" than God. The first wise guys 
learned their lesson, Danny, and did ponance for thoir prosumption. The majority 
ol their children who join* the ranks of the wise guys play the part of tho'in- ' 
sensato unto tho very end of the farce— or is it drama?

Tho Good book says that "tho number of fools is infinite," I think wo c m  safely 
say, Danny, that the number of wise guys, in tho sense that you suggest, must also 

infinite, for the distance between a fool and a wise guy is infinitosimally 
small if indeed measurable at all. It would be rather interesting though undoubt
edly pathetic and saddening to study the pages of Universal History and’jot down 
the careers of the wise gays who thought they knew more than God.

ihe pages of the Old Testament are full of such people; and in tho New Testament, 
Danny, I think that you will have to admit that the Scribes and Pharisees pass the 
exams surma cum laude" for '•dnittnneo into the clan of "wise guys." It reminds 
me Also of such names as Ananias rad his spouse, the ompcror-porsecutnrs cf tho 
i evonled^truths, Julian the Apostate especially with his unrepentant: "Tu
vicisti, --Arius and like horosinrchs who forget that pitting" their pigmy intel
lects against the Church divinely founded, are butting against the divine on- 
niscienc-v. okipping gradually down the conturics and picking at random fr'yi memory, 
I do think that the bad priest Martin Luther, Voltaire"and tho Encyclopedists, 
tho gentlemen who paraded the Fudo on tho altar of Notro Dnmo as "the goddess of 
rorson — all qualify magnificently as "wise guys" who did thoir best V  bring 
about tho present moral, social and financial depression.

Thon, Danny, wo must not forget three other categories that fit in excellently
with your wise guys idea: they arc (a) Rationalists, (b) pscudo-scicntiSts,
and (c) tho gentlemen of tho University locture-halls who think that they can
t(say a solemn creed with a solemn sneer," and who delightfully expatiate on that
golden era when man was wont to "run up the trees," Yes, the trouble is and
as boon precisely as you point out: "there are too many wise guys who think

they know more than God."

Thoro is a"wie..- guy" sitting at the present nonont, Dcomy-boy, in the presidential 
chair at Lashmgton, but ho is n different kind of wise guy from th«. type nf whichZ ie:m ,HmS risdom far from bl'inR flipped, is that kind tNe'trR-red' lc' t>,'r 1 ' bori, in all of his public addresses and notably when ho at
tended tho recent assembly of Catholic Charities workers, ho has stressed his faith 
*nd hope m  Divj.no Providence.

It is r.n open secret also, that his social reconstruction progr-.m has be -r shaped 
in no small measure by an intimate study of thv great encyclicals "kurun Kovnrum"f - =  %
S m  c f i w O0UT?i‘l* G1unnCA Jfl0k0hpi( t; *31< Mrs* Joseph Cn.ntcrt; aunt of
Sine special intor.ti^' ‘ " 1 lnS G“rnldino Kngorty. Ono thankspirine.


