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rhilbert?’s Last Lesson.

- For two wecks, Stooge, I have had--as the boys say--no blow from yvou. Could the

exams have caused your absence?

Not guite, Philbert, »ut you are such & keecn fellow that I thought it bekter to hide
mysclf in thought before ettempting to answer your questions,

ind now, now you are ready to clear up all my doubts!

You wanted to know, Philburt, what the Sacrifiec of the Mass and Loly Communion have
to do with Mysticism and the Mystical Body of Ckrist. Right? Viell, Christ is the
vine, we are the branches, The branch has life and brings fortk fruit only as long

g8 1t 1s comnected with ths vino.

This 1s whet I am gotting at: there is no union between Christ and our souls except
by sanctifiying grace, Tho more gruc. we possess the closer our union with CGod., kKow
the sacrificial death of Jhriet upon the Cross is the fountain of all grace for all
menkind for all time, Struams of grsee and salvetion flow cnew day by day from the
unbloody sacrifice of the altar becsuse it is the living and ronl represcntstion and
continuation of the bloody secrifice of the cross,

"With pein and sorrow ought it to be deplored," says the Imitation of Christ, "thet
moaxy pey so little sttuntion to so salutary a mystery (the lass) whick rejoices
heuven and preserves the whole world,"

Do you mesn to say, Stﬂoge, that all we have to do to be ovurflowed with grace is 1o
be in Church end hoer Mass?

That is not oxsectly all we have to do, Philbsrt, but in the Mass lie the sourceus of

the strength end energy necessary to live a true Christicn 1ife, We ere mombors of

the Mystical Body of Christ, and Christ is Christ crueified, He opened the founbain
of grace through His sserifice upon the cross, but Yo apply His merits to the indi-

vidual soul, suffering and sserifice are again snd again nccessary,

In the Mass the 1ife and desth of Christ are prﬁs&nﬁ beflore our spiritu&l ryes and
should inspire us with the sentiments thet f£ill His hoart, that is, with His spirit
of love and chatrity, of sorrow and gratitude, etec,

The "Ite Migesa egt" at the ond of the ¥Mass means that we pre now dismissed and sent
to conbtinue the soerifice of Our Lord wherever we heave to live snd to work, "¥ith
Christ I am nailed to the oross," says St. Paul,

It seemg to mo, Biooge, that such o life is not so ensy.

Taite right, Fa&lﬁww#¢ But you know there is no lnss withent Cemwmlon {ut lotat for
the prisst). 7o Hhe Ssrly Christisns Holy Communien v the greah Sroguet wiieh
strongthoned thoir mn¢mm<wiﬁh Lhrist snd with cech other., Deily Hedo and daily
Communimn'wmg their ideal and the sccret of their stespdfsetness end horoism in the
midst of temptution snd poursecution. HMorcover, onr heppiness in hesver will conalst
in possessing God, Holy Communion is ouwr heaven on oarth beéeruro it unites us with
Christ who is true God and true man, n

I learnod ro short preyer wMish the pricet significuntly seys just boeforu reeuiving
Holy Commuriions "0 Lerd Jesus Christ, deliver me by this Thy moet srered Body snd
Blood from all my ini-uitievs snd from sll evils, wnd nelo me slways rdhere to Thy
comrendments rnd suffer me nover to be geparated from Thee," The fulfillment of this
prayer vill boe truc Mysticiom,

Thaoks « lot, Stoogu, and should you ever beoome o priost, don't forget to tell the
poople whet you huve told me,




