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Mcther at‘thg Gatea

Here is a hearterending letter from an unhappy mether whose son has lost his faith at
one of our secular universities:

“When I sent him there," she writes, "he was a good boy, went to Mass
and the Sacraments regularly, and was fond of going to churche I
never noticed the change in him until his last year in schoole. Then
religion became a bore to hime He disliked going to confession. le
f was too tired to go to Mass, After graduation he gave up his reli=-
| gion entirelys. He scoffed at the existence of Gods He jeered at the
| teachings of the Churche"

The letter was quoted by the Ave Maria for August 10 with the following comment:

It seems a pity that vragedies like this can occur without thiere heing
any redress against those who have destroyed the faith of this bor.
Were it possible, this broken-hearted mother says, she would stand at
the entrance of the university in question the first day of every
school year and male known what harm has been done to her sone

Our Lady wateches, in the place of your own mother, at the gates of Notre Dame. Tme
purity, drunkemness, sloth--kcep them out of your life at Notre Dame and your faith
will grow deep with your learning.

The environment herc is the most salutary in the world for the training of men s+r0ng
in faith. But this is not a jail, nor an institubtion for the feeble~minded.

Lock again at your green Bucharistic Calendar. You have t¢ cooperate willingly and
intelligently even here at Notre Dame,

My First Day at College.

The Rollglaus B}wost for September, 1935, attributes the feollowing proyer to ilr.
Percy Rs Hoyward:

Lord, it has always been my habit, in all my little and my 5reat Ko
periences, to turn unto Thee. So on this D%y of Days, my first day
at college, I come unto Thee in prayer.

Amid the 1ulls of these exeiting hours, I would have time now and thon
to remewmbsr in gratitude those who have mode it possible for me to be
',m b

Aere .

For my parents, for my friends, for my relatives and iovred onos %vf“yw

where=~{or all those who by sacrifice and loving thousri and svmpatico-

tla encouragenent have helped to brealk dovm 21l barrisrs to my co-ing,
L give Thoe ﬁhanLg¢

Grant me wisdom in vhg@sxng the new friends who arve toe sceome mive

Auring the years hore. “nable me to soloet wiscely from among the

multitude of influoncus that will ehallenpe mes Yive me o vigorons

and ruthless ability bo turmm aside even from the pood--"or the

betters Sharpen and quicken my zest for Ymowlodge. DBrable me

houestly o ask mysclf whot my purpose in 1life is--and Ho romale it

if I find it unworthy. Amen,

TPPAYERS: (decensod) Mr, E,L, Dahcnf, friend of the university; M.J. Connell, wem-

bur of th: Advisory Board of Colloge of Commercu, Ill, Jomes Seymour s aiater;Gil~
ospla's father and uncle; Jaock Britton's father; futher of sark Pltzg rald CeSeCo
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