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"Back to Sine"

Mr, Paul Hutchinson, in October Scribner’s, attompts to uncover--for Protestant minis
ters evidently--cortein new trends in theology. His point seems to be_that theology
~-0r "the dominant religious ideus of any period" (most curious defianition})--follows
the moods and expsriences of the people of that period.

Seven years ago, in the good old Hoover regime, the fmerican mocd was optimistic,
People in the pEWS‘Wer "debating 1nwardly on the relotive merits of a new Packard or
a Cadillace” The preacher who was up in theology ¥mew his optimism, balked glowingly
of a "kingdom of God"just around the corner,

Now things are different, Folks in the pews are "canvassing the relative discomforts
of window jumping and monoxide poisonings" They are convinced of "vast, implacable,
and inevitahly victorious demonic forces," There is a "sense of some inward rot-
tenness,some ineradicable wealness within men which makes it impossible for them to
rise above lmmediate self-interest to those levels cf remunciation and sacrifice

on which a 1arger good might conceivably be gained." (Con it be that Frotestants
are groning for Confession and Communion, for the aids of a sacramental swsdcm.of
grace?) |

The up-to-the-minute preacher, knowing the dominant ideas of this period, simply has
to prbdﬁﬁ pessimism, or he won't be preaching theology, and he won't have a China-
man's chance of landing such "intellectual" big fish as Ernest Hemingway, Eugene

0Meill, and T.S. Eliot.

In Catholie churches the pews arc res ting places where people sit to liston to the
word of God. The pulpit is the rostrum from which the preacher preaches the word of
God "in season and out of season." In periods of prosperity and ortimism he often
reminds people--ofter the example of the provhets, of Christ, ard of St Paule-of
their weaknesses, of sin and its conscequonces.

He doosn't tell them, simply becouse they want to hear it, that they are beings “of
infinite powers merching swiftly to the hoights," for th at ig o lie or a false con-
ception of human nature., And whon o period of pessimism, lilke the depression, comes
along, he doesn't try to convinee his hearors that they arc "defeated and pitiful
vietims" of "an inncr, vervasive power of cwvil," because that, too, is a lic or a
mistakon improssion.

The Catholic preacher doesn 't coeck his car to the news er ‘his thwolopy Yt he

takes it from Holy Seripture und Tradition &GOOL&lﬂF th the infallibleo interpretation
of the Church, Th%ﬁ is why vou find no contradictions in Catholic thoology. In
mattoers of thoology, the formala for Catholic proaching is this: from the Yord of
God to the pulnit, from the pul-it to the pows. O0ld-fashioncd irotosiaabs used to
agrao, in theory at least, thut this should be thoe dircetio~ of roligicrs truths

But today evidently, sowe wod.rn Proteustants think that the nulnit is nothing hut
an cchoing nost of he "domi ant i 'vns of the vurioed," Thueoloes for them gtarts in
the pews, jumos Yo tho wulvit, and finally lands within the paoos of The Bnoks

After Protustant thoolory has voyagsd, on the sinplo quw%%iﬁi mf sin, nll bhe way
from man's ossonbial corruption to no corrupbion and back aguin to cosoabial cor-
ropticn, is it any wonder that the pews have ba’ton over the farwwtzwn of Pretusbant
theolopy?  Toerhape Protustant theologlans, sveing the chuos in thoir man-made
thoology, may fuol Aseply the loss of their infallible guide. *hat roalizabion
'Wnull.m,an monentous progress in Protestant thoology.
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